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CKarocter: 


Synopsis: 


INTERNAL SECURITY - MISCELLANEOUS; 
REGISTRATION ACT 


'feo 


Various wives of prisoners of war (P0t<) 
in North Vietnam advised they have received correspondence 
from COLIFAM and COLIFAJ^a^foEttarde^^hem letters from 
husbands. Virginia, 

she met Reverend KiCn^^^^^^WNuEZofCOLIFAM who discussed 
its formation, but she could not recall details. 

tMIV-'S. *- p - 






DETAI LS : /. 

W' * 

On August 13, 1970, Special Agent 
Naval Investigative Service Office, Norroxx , 
Virginia , advised that his office is in possession 
of only public source material concerning COLIFAM 
which has appeared in the local newspapers. He stated 
that he is aware that various wives of prisoners of 
war (POW) and men missing in action (MIA) have had 
dealings with COLIFAM, but these wives have not furnished 
any information to his office. /. 

^ ' ' • ■- //'•• 

The August 13, 197o, issue of the Virginian- 
Pilot, a daily newspaper published in Norfolk, Virginia, 
i contains an article which itJ^dates thati Mrs. LOU ISE 
/ MULLIGA N T wife of C ommand er! JAMES ALFREMWULLIGAN , Jr. , 
Unite d States Navy, who is a prisoner or war, was made 
Virginia state coordinator of the National League of 
Families of American Prisoners and Missing in Southeast 
Asia. She had been the League’s coordinator at a four- 
state area, and she related that the move means the 
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League has coordinators in all 50 states making it 
a fully national, chartered nonprofit organization. 

She related that she will work with concerned citizens 
and state and civic organizations to call attention 
to the plight of families of prisoners of war and 

t « » 4 • 
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men luxDdiug ah a^wiuiii 

/ The article further indicates that Mrs. 

IRIS Ri POWERS of Lutz, Florida, mother of a missing 
Army warrant officer, is the national coordinator 
located in Washington, D. C. 



Mrs . 'MUBJ.IGA& of Virginia Beach, Virginia, 
stated that the League would hold a national convention 
in Washington October* 2 — 5 , 1970* The article Indicates 
she stated, "We have requested a joint session of Congress 
(to be held during the national convention) be held so 
that wives and mothers can speak to make all aware of 
the prisoner issue." The League plans to establish 
a nationwide speakers bureau and initiate a national 
billboard project to emphasize and improve the public's 
understanding of the plight of the families whose men 
are missing in action. The League's primary objectives 
are to secure humane treatment of orisoners, stimulate 

A * 

continuing world concern about their fate, improve the 
flow of information about them, and eventually secure 
their release. 



2 


F'P-3 0? R.-v . 4- 1 S-M > 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 


7/31/70 




Mrs . 



•advised her hue 
has been declared a 

the National League of Families of American Prisoners in Soulfff- 
east Asia. She attended a meeting of that group on the nigh t . 
of March 24, 1970, at the residence of Mrs in 

Virgini*/TJeach, Virginia. Also at this meeWn^TSas^ffiffiSna 
RICHARP/FERNANDEZ . affiliated with. the Committee of Liaison with 
Families of Servicemen Detaine d i n North Vietnam (COLIFAM). 

She believes Reverend FERNANDEZ discussed the formation of COLIFAM 
and outlined how the committee was set up. She could not furnish 
specific details in this regard. 

She said Mrs . ETHEL TAYLOR from COLIFAM called her on 
the telephone long-distance from New York on April 3, 1970, and 
told her that her husband was a confirmed POW of Hanoi, and she 
said that a letter from her husband would probably soon follow. 

She never received the letter and has received no letters from 
her husband. She said she was not harassed or cajoled. She has 
not had any mail or personal objects from her husband delivered 
to her or brought back to her. , 

yi«- 

Approximately five weeks ^teiyj^eiving the phone call 
from Mrs, TAYLOR about her husband , called Reverend 

FERNANDEZ in Philadelphia, Pennsylvan^^^^^asked him why she 
had not received the letter from her husband and he said there 
were two packets of mail lost. 

^ It is j> er reC ollection Mrs. TAYLOR told her she had 

received a cablegram from Stockholm where North Vietnamese 
officials had given the list of POWs to Reverend FERNANDEZ and 
two other members of the Committee of Liaison with Families of 
Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam. She cannot say who the 
other two members were. 


She understands Mra 
Hampton, Vaginia, and Mrs. 
husbands are POWs, were app^ 


whose 

in a similar manner in that 
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^^^^^■■■^peceived a phone call from the committee and 
received some letters from her husband through the 
Tnmittee. Correspondence she has received from COLIFAM has 
been in the nature of fact sheets. She has not written to the 
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Mrs. 


\ 


feb I 

\ 


.Virgin ia , advssedshe formerly resided at 

until December, 1969, Her husband is 

S, Air Force, who is a prisoner of war krvvu fit 

In March, 1970, she received a phone call from Mrs. 

CORA WEISS & who she understands is co-chairman of the 
Committee of Liaison with Families of Servicemen Detained in 
North Vietnam (COLIFAM) , who informed her that she had received 
a communication from Hanoi with a list of thirty names Hanoi 
had released as being POWs. This list was released by the 
committee to the Associated Press a short time later, Mrs. 

WEISS also told her that within two weeks she would receive a 
letter from her husband, and the letter came within approximately 
one month. She was not harassed or cajoled and no questions 
were asked. 

She said in May, 1968, she sent a letter to her husband 
to some peace group which she had heard about through some Navy 
wives which would deliver the letters to prisoners, but her 
husband never received the letter. She does not recall the name 
of the group. 

I . 

Since receiving the first letter, she has received two 
other letters from her husband through COLIFAM. 

She s aid 

Mrs. 

POW famine's 

by COLIFAM. 





are the on. 
ched in a sfailar manner 


The nature of the correspondence she has received from 
COLIFAM has been a form letter advising she would receive a letter 
from her husband. She said she has not written to the committee. 
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Mrs . 
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Her husband. 
State s A lr .Zorce, was 



V 1 * 

United 

(POW) 


soner of War 

in November, 1967 . In the latter part of December, 

1969 , she received a letter from her husband; and, 
enclosed in the same envelope, was a form letter from 
the Committee of Liaison with Families of Servicemen 
Detained in North Vietnam (COLIFAM), which stated that 
a ¥ps t TAYLOR, Ti member of thst conuuIttEc f had just 
returned from North Vietnam and brought back the enclosed 
letter from her husband (Major VOGEL). 


Mrs ^^^^Bjpointed out that she has an 
unlisted tele^ron^Tnwiber so she has had no telephone 
contact, and that the above instance is the first contact 
she has had from COLIFAM. 




\ 




! 

I 

! 


1 

1 


In April, 1970, she received three letters 
from her husband through this same group. Prior to 
receiving these three letters, she received a letter 
from COLIFAM saying they were expecting a letter from 
her husband in a package of letters from Hanoi and 
that it would be forwarded on to her. She has not 
received any letters from her husband since April. 


I 

' She said she has not written to COLIFAM and 

the correspondence she received from that committee 
was in the’ nature of a form letter, as previously 
mentioned. y 

and 

wo other 



Mrs . 

POW ram 
similar manner by COLIFAM. 



who were approached in a 
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no 


infa, advised sne is the wife of 
who was shot down over Nor th 
and is a prisoner of war in'TTorth 

xetnam. She stated that her husband is a p ilo t in 

the United States Air Force . She stated that she is 
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whose husband liTWTSrTBT^mbner of war, in 
March, 1970, gathered a group of wives at her residence 
in Virginia Beach to meet with Reverend RICHARD FERNANDEZ, 
who is affiliated with the Committee of Liaison with 
Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam (COLIFAM). 


hlo- 

ixated 


Mrs stated she did not attend this 

meeting and ha^^ever met Reverend RICHARD FERNANDEZ. 
Likewise she has never been contacted b v anyone from 
COLIFAM. 

She stated that in December, 1969, she sent a 
letter to COLIFAM so that this letter could be taken to 
Hanoi by ETHEL TAYLOR of the National Service Division, 
American Friends Service Committee, 160 North 15th Street, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 


te/jsf/i-a 


On March 18, 1970, she sent a letter and 
package for ultimate delivery to her which she 

^Mjgss^^^LieutenanJ^^lQne^ORM/!UfiGERT®BBP> - 

ar 7 n in on~6 f f I cr r at th e Pentagon 
for the U. S. Air Force. It was her understanding that he 
was going to arrange the delivery of the letter and 
package to Hanoi by Reverend RICHARD FERNANDEZ. 

On November 30, 1969, Mrs stated she sent 
a letter to Mrs. WILLIAM TAYLOR, 1505 'TlShiord Way, 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for ultimate delivery to her 
husband in North Vietnam. She stated Mrs. TAYLOR is affiliated 


- 7 - 


7/31/70 



File # 



L? 



uaw uivvawsu 


lk 100-6833 


8/6/70 


This document contains neither reoommendetione nor concluaione of the FBI. It ie the property of the FBI and ia loaned to 
your agency; it and ita oontent a are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


































NF 100-6833 

.AMERICAN F*v 


HENRY BEERITS 

Chotrmon 

HENRY J. CADBURY 

Honor or f Choir mon 

BRONSON P. CLARK 

GmcuUrt Socrotory 

i 



t 

\ 

i 


i 


t 


~>S SERVICE COMMITTEE li 



160 North Fifteenth Strt 
Philadelphia, Penn$y/v< 
Phone 215-563-9372 


December 15, 1969 


t 

r 



Dear Friend, 

lhis is but a brief note to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
addressed to your family member who is being held as a prisoner 
of war in North Vietnam. 


Hr current plans call for me to arrive in North Vietnam on or 
about 26 December at which point I hope to be able to turn your 
letter along with a large number of other letters from the imme- 
diate families of men being held to the appropriate authorities 
of the Democratic Republic of North Vietnam, along with nor re- 
quest that the letters be delivered to the individual prisoners. 

After nor return to the United States X will write to you again 
to let you know whether it was possible to deliver the letters. 


i 

» 

» 

r 





Most s 



Lduis W. Schneider 
Associate Executive Secretary 
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160 North Fifteenth Street. 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 191C 
Phone 215-563-9372 
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- AMERICAN FRIENDS 


HENRY BEERITS 
HENRY J. CADBURY 

Honot,', Cnsttmsn 

BRONSON P. CLARK 

Inculm SccrXv/ 


t/ICE COMMITTEE INC. .1 


January 20, 1970 


Dear Friend, 


I am happy to report that during qy visit to North Vietnam between 
December 26, 1969, and January 9, 1970, I was able to deliver to the 
representatives of the Vietmy (Viet Nam Consnittee for Solidarity with 
American People) about $00 letters that had been forwarded on to me 

Vrcr vaii finH rtthflr fflT irf W momhArfl nf Tiriflftnflrfl of* vfir n Nn 7 *+.h Wa+ioam. 
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Immediately prior to qy departure from North Vietnam I was given 69 
letters from 6k American prisoners of war, and in keeping with the 
North Vietnamese request these letters have been given to the 

Committee of Liaison 
with Families of Service 
men detained in North 
Vietnam 

365 W. U2nd Street 
New York, New York 


for transmittal to the individual addressees. We at the American Friends 
Service Consnittee are pleased to have had a part in opening a channel 
for coranunication between the prisoners and their families and hope that 
this will continue. 

You may be interested to know that during qy visit to North Vietnam I 
was able to deliver a second contribution of open heart surgical equip- 
ment to the Benh Vien Viet- Due Hospital in Hanoi in keeping with a long- 
standing Quaker concern for civilian sufferers on both sides of a war. 

Following qy departure from North Vietnam I traveled on to Quang Ngai 
in South Vietnam to visit the American Friends Service Committee (Quaker) 
rehabilitation project for civilian casualties. 

I have asked qy colleagues in Philadelphia to mail this letter to you 
prior to qy return to the United States, so that you might know more prompt- 
ly that your letter has safely arrived in Hanoi and was given to the appro- 
priate North Vietnamese authorities with qy specific request that it be 
delivered to the individual addressee. 



for: Louis W. Schneider 

HFA Roger G. Fredrickson 


PD-302 (Rev. 3-17-69) 


V _ 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION S 


Date 8/ 14/ 7 Q 




Mrs stated that she has never 

received any correspondence from her husband from 
any source since he was reported missing in action.' 
She 6tated she has never met Reverend RICHARD 
FERNANDEZ of the Committee of Liaison with Families 
of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam O&COLUFAM)'.. 
She stated , however, she has tried to contact her 
husband through COLIFAM and she furnished faflM items 
of correspondence described as follows i (copies of 

these letters are attached). 

* 

Letter dated December 15, 1969, 
to "Dear Friend”, signed by LOUIS W. 
SCHNEIDER, American Friends Service 
Committee, Incorporated. 



l Letter dated January 21, 1970, to 

"Dear Mrs. Hartney", signed by Mrs. 
William Taylor. 




Letter dated January 20, 1970, to 
"Dear Friend", signed ROGER G. 
FREDRICKSON. 



rr 


l^Rff^^hich 


Letter dated Janua 
addressed to "Dear 
signed by BARBARA 
enclosed two pages information sheet 
dated January, 1970, concerning 

©olifam:. 
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Letter date^In^^^lB70 , to ^ 
"Dear Mrs signed 

by KEKNETH JlftkPATRlCK, which 
enclosed a list of 335 names 
reportedly officially confirmed 
fc,*. . -s. ^ by Hanoi to be prisoners held in 

V-Xj i North Vietnam, April, 1970, 

Lette^iated^Jul^S, 1970, to 
"Mrs . signed 

1 by 
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AMERICAN FRIEN: SERVICE COMMITTEE INC. 1 , 


HENRY BEERITS 

Ctottrmtn 

HENRY J. CADBURY 

Honorary QtOtrmon 

BRONSON P. CLARK 

EmctHnro Soctoiery 



160 North Fifteenth Street, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19. 
Phone 215-563-9372 
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Dear Friend, 

This is but a brief note to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
addressed to your family member who Is being held as a prisoner 
of war in North Vietnam. 


My current plans call for me to arrive in North Vietnam on or 
about 26 December at which point I hope to be able to turn your 
letter along with a large number of other letters from the imme- 
diate families of men being held to the appropriate authorities 
of the Democratic Republic of North Vietnam, along with hqt re- 
quest that the letters be delivered to the individual prisoners. 


A nw ww r ti n tn ~m~ i +V>a TTw4 + 0+ n X « T H H « .i ■> t X a X a r mb4 m 
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to let you know whether it was possible to deliver the letters. 


Most sjafl!$re}y jqurs. 



Louis W. Schneider 
Associate Executive Secretary 
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*~TY SOUTH TWELFTH STREET 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19107 
Telephone: 561*2636 


January 21, 1970 


I am sorry that it has taken me so long to write to 
you but I’ve been waiting until I could make definite 
suggestions to you and now I am pleased to say I can. 

I regret very much that I did not bring back a letter 
for you but now an organization has been set up between 
the Peace Movement and Hanoi specifically for the purpose 
of forwarding mail and forwarding inquiries regarding 
prisoners from the immediate family. 

The organization is the Committee of Liaison With 
Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam and is 
located at 365 W. 42nd Street, New York City, N.Y., 10036. 

I am a member of this Committee, Please do not hesitate 
to contact me for any reason. 

' Cordially, 

' 7y^i 

Mrs. William l^aylor 

1505 Ashford Way 
Phila. , Pa., 19151 
MI 2-9078 (Area Code 215) 


P,S. You will shortly receive information directly from 

the Committee of Liaison with details of its operation.- 
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January 20, 1970 
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160 North Fifteenth Street, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19 
Phone 215-563-9372 


Dear Friend, 


I am happy to report that during my visit to North Vietnam between 
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representatives of the Vietmy (Viet Nam Committee for Solidarity with 
American People) about 500 letters that had been forwarded on to me 
by you and other family members of prisoners of war in North Vietnam, 


Immediately prior to my departure from North Vietnam I was given 69 
letters from 61* American prisoners of war, and in keeping with the 
North Vietnamese request these letters have been given to the 
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with Families of Service 
men detained in North 
Vietnam 

365 W. L2nd Street 
New York, New York 


for transmittal to the individual addressees. >fe at the American Friends 
Service Committee are pleased to have had a part in opening a channel 
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this will continue. 


You may be interested to know that during ry visit to North Vietnam I 
was able to deliver a second contribution of open heart surgical equip- 
ment to the Benh Vien Viet-IXic Hospital in Hanoi -in keeping with a long- 
standing Quaker concern for civilian sufferers on both sides of a war. 


Following ny departure from North Vietnam I traveled on to Quang Ngai 
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rehabilitation project for civilian casualties. 


I have asked ny colleagues in Philadelphia to mail this letter to you 
prior to ny return to the United States, so that you might know more prompt- 
ly that your letter has safely arrived in Hanoi and was given to the appro- 
priate North Vietnamese authorities with ny specific request that it be 
delivered to the individual addressee. 


for: Louis W. 

Roger G. Fredrickson 

/S' 
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COMMITTEE OF ^<*'SQN 

* 

with Fami/t. * of Servicemen Deta.jd in North Vietnam 


365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 


CABL& ADDRESS: 
COLIAFAM 


Co*ckairm»n; 

Dava Dallingor 
Cora Waist 


Trooturor: 

Mrs* Anno Banftatt 

Committee (in formation): 
Rannio Davis 
Ray* Richard Farnandaz 
*Mgggio Coddos 
*St#va Hal li wail 
Stawart Moachom 
Prof* Baa Saitsman 
Ethol Taylor 

* Barbara Wabstar 
*Trudi Young 

* staff 


Dear 
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(212) 765-1490 


Ho 


Ethel Taylor, a member of our newly-formed 
committee, which will facilitate communication 
between American servicemen hel/* In North Viet- 
nam and their families, has asked us to contact 
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describing the Committee of Liaison, 


We have also duplicated the enclosed letter 
form which you may wish to use In writing your 
relative. The North Vietnamese have said that 
prisoners can send and receive one letter per 
month and one package (not more than six 
pounds in weight) every other month. Note 
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matlon Sheet. 


If you would like us to try to find out if 
your relative is a prisoner in North Vietnam, 
send his full name, service number and any 
details you have on when and where he was shot 
down. We will then transmit the inquiry to the 
North Vietnamese and are hopeful of receiving 
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It is important to understand thst there un- 
doubtedly were many pilots whose planes were 
shot down but whom the North Vietnamese could 
not rescue, and that there are prisoners held 
by the Provisional Revolutionary Government in 
South Vietnam and by the Pathet Lao in Lsos 
about whom we are not able to get information. 


We understand your anguish In not knowing about 
your relative and we sincerely hope we can be 
of help in getting information about him for 
you. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Webster 

P.S, We apologize for sending a mimeographed 
letter but we wanted to get this word to you 
as quickly as possible. 
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with Femitxss of Ssrvi&msfi D&tsmod m North Wb& 

96S West 42nd Street New York N.Y. 10006 212-76S-1490 


January , 1970 


Oo-chtfarmen; 
Dm DdUnoar 
Cora W«u* ' 


inuronHATio n -shedt 


Bacxgrouna 


Ttaunr; 

Ua Arm* Btnnttt 


Commits** (in formation): 
fUnnk D »At . 

Ra*. Richard Fvmncte i 
Mte •; * 

Hallfcmft 

S t ua rt Mcacham 
Prof. Be* Saitzman 
Ethel Teylor 


In the course of the Vietnam war, links have beei 
built between the people of Vietnam and Americans 
who oppose the war through numerous meetings and 
conference*. These meetings have taken place in 
Europe, Canada, Cuba end Southeast Asia and have 
Included people from both the Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam (North Vietnam) and the National Libera 
tion Front of SouthVietnaa (now pert of the Provi- 
sional Revolutionary Government) * 


Tfu« Young 


Xn these meetings the Vietnamese have always stres 
a distinction between the U.S. government. Whom th 
hold responsible for the policy of war, and the U. 
people, whom they believe still value the goals upon which this oour 
*ns founded— independence, justice, freedom and equality. This same 
distinction is evident po those Americans who have visited North Vie 
and found that even though the nation is armed to defend itself, the 
people are encouraged by their government to believe that the Americ 
people are basically decent and humane. 


It is therefore, understandable that the Vietnamese should indicate t 
basic confidence in the American people through the peace movement w 
they believe embodies American ideals, rather than the government, 
in the past, the Vietnamese have asked the peace movement tc receive 
U.S. serviceaen—primarily pilots whose planes were shot down-- when 
North Vietnamese government has decided to release them. On three 
separate occasions — February 1968, July 1968 and July 1969 — the peac 
movement has gone to Hanoi and returned with released servicemen; on 
one occasion an American peace activist went to Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
to receive three released NLF captives* 


In addition, Americans visiting Hanoi have frequently carried letter 
there at the request of families, and have brought back letters frozr 
servicemen. There have also been occasions when American n eace actl 
.have met prisoners and talked with them. . ^ 


Functions of the Comai 1 1 e e 


A Committee of Liaison has now been established as an extension of 
these past efforts at the request of the North Vietnamese. As on pc 
occasions, the peace movement is responding to a request by the Viet 
,»ese to meet a specific, immediate need and is not in any sense repx 
seating the government of North Vietnam. 


The Committee will seek to facilitate communication between families 
the U.S. and servicemen now imprisoned in North Vietnam. Basically, 
Committee will “receive letters from servicemen and forward them thre 
the domestic mails, thereby decreasing, we hope, past problems in i 
receipt of such mail* We will also forward letters to North Vietnar 
the request of relatives. Families are of course still free to sent 
letters and parcels -directly but should note that the instructions < 
mailing previously issued by the State Department are wrong. The c< 
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Pilots 


Cbmp of Deter tier o'^ V.o. 


Captured m the b • R ■ V . ^ _ 

K C noi , Democratic Republic ei Vietnam 


via Moscow . U . F » S jJl • 
n addition, it :..* r^r‘:'i 


'C.Kif = 


r. i . „ 


H I-. Sl'f'j * £ 1 H 


INFORMATION SHEET - page 2 


requests for information about servicemen .from families who arc- 
uncertain if their relatives are being held in. .'North Vietnam . Re 
quests should be submitted to the Committee, but there is no cort 
when and if the North Vietnamese will be able to respond. The Co 
will of course transmit immediately, any information that it recel 
to the family, h r X] , v . 


Clarification ^ 




Twp clorifiga^on# are in Qjrder: first it should be noted that t 
Committee will be dealing y with the government of North Vie 
a *n£ wUl-ittfi h*ve i&l&?A«£i6h o« nan ha^4 in fieuth Vi*tn«A fey 

Provisioned Revolutionary Government . Jfer Mil we be able tc .pro 
information at tlii s ‘time Concerning men held in Laos or any. other 
, east Asian country whcre'XT.S. troops and aircraft are presently i 
‘" 'in combat missions. 


SeconiLly , the Committee will function entirely apart from the 13,8, 
men t. 7 ‘ The -U.S. - government has frequently made it more .difficult, 
Vietnamese .to.be open to the concerns of American families by.usi 
families 1 gehuine desires es a propaganda ploy. The government 1 
further 'attempted to provoke an angry response from the vietnanez 
publicizing .unsubstantiated and inflammatory testimony from fliei 
ready released: apparently, the government has decided tc jeeprre 
existing communications and the possibility of future releases ft 
sake of propaganda aimed at * prolonging the war.‘ -The It or eh V; 
made are also very aware that the U.S. government's claims of hur 
tarian concerns are contradicted by the well -documented policy oi 
tureand brutality practiced on prisoners^taken^in the South by^ l 
and Saigon troops. : o* , - v - 

-*L 

In addition to all these factors, there is the simple' fact that 
resolution of the^ f ate of all the servicemen now held in North V; 
waits ultimately upon a U.S. decision to end the war and withdrei 
its forces and materiel. 

Who .We Are " ’*. } 

. W. • , J. . 

. 

We firmly believe that the safe return of these men ^end the half 
million others that the U.S. maintains in ‘South' Vietnam, Leo s, t: 
and aboard naval vessels — who can el so be viewed as prisoners, p: 
of their own government since many have been sent to fight in c. ' 
-against t)*p dictates of their own conscience-can only cone wi^h 
<cision on*; the part of the U.S. government to withdraw from Vietn 
Because of this conviction, we who ere serving on this Committee 
continue our efforts to create popular pressure strong enough t- 
the government to withdraw. p i\ w . 

We are active in a variety of organizations committed t; 
w>r: American Friends Service Committee, the Now Mobilise-'- - •. 
to End the War in Vietnam, Clergy and Laymen Concerned " . . 

’L/.»cn Strike for Peace, The Conspiracy, r.nd Women Agr.. : . 
h. chs# The Committee supported by donations from - .* - - . 

^anizrtions, end wolcc::.^, ;s>* gifts to sustain it- 
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Phone 215-563-5572 

July 

27, 1970 


I deeply regret that it was not possible'for me to deliver the enclosed as 
you had requested when I went to Hanoi in June 1970* I was told in Hanoi 
by Mr, Tran Trong Quat of the Vietnam Committee for Solidarity with the 
American People that that Committee has compiled a list of 335 American 
servicemen who it says are held in detention camps in North Vietnam, (See 
attached list*) This Committee does not have respons ibi lity for the admin- 
istration of camps of detention in North Vietnam, but is the committee which 
invited me to, visit Hanoi, Mr, Quat would accept from me only those letters 
which were addressed to persons on the list of 335* This is the same list 
which was turned over to the Committee of Liaison last April, 


Mr, Quat informed me that the North Vietnam authorities have no information 
regarding Americans who have been captured in areas outside North Vietnam. 
In other words, although the name of a person who is believed to have been 
shot down over Laos, Cambodia, China or South Vietnam does not appear on 
the North Vietnam list of 335, this does not mean that that person has not 
survived. It only means that according to the North Vietnamese he is not 
a person known to them or held by them and that they, therefore, cannot 
deliver letters or packages to him* 


Regarding those reportedly shot down over North Vietnam the refusal of Mr. 
Quat to accept letters for delivery because their names are not on the list 
of 335 implies, of course, a more somber situation, but I learned nothing 
*'more specific than that as to any particular individual-* 

My recent trip to Southeast Asia took me both to Hanoi and to Saigon. Both 
in North Vietnam and in South Vietnam, as well as here ir* the United States, 
one cannot help but see how this war has brought tragedy and sorrow into 
the lives of all affected by it, Americans and Vietnamese alike. 


Again let me express my sincere regret that I was not able to deliver 
the enclosed. ’ 


S incer e }y yours , 



KK:vh 

end, 

( List 
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mi 

Kenneth Kirkpatrick 



Peace Education Secretary 
AFSC 

814 N.E. 40th Street 
Seattle, Washington 9S105 


of names 
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being included 
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N (r \J* Cf 1 G U" 1 ( AJJtetter) 





HO TiH (Name in full): 


$5 L(HH iService number) : 

Hffl Vi Itsir sm (Date & piece of birth) = 


f|A CHI (Address) : 

THAI Cl AU PHI CONG M? BJ BAT TAI 

NUCTC Vl£T-NAM DAN CHtI CQNG H6 a 

VIA MOSCOW, USSR (Camp of detention for US. pilots captured 

in the DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC of VIETNAM) 


COMMITTEE OF LIAISON 

with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam 




GO"! (AJJreuef) 


HQ ttH (Name in full}: 


8{A CHi (Address): 



I 
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^1 , 


' 





NGlt VlET {Doted! 


6H1 CHU (N.B.1: 

1. Phai Tiet r6 ▼£ chi dtr^c viet tren nhCrng ding hi »ln (Write 
legibly and only on the fines). 

2. Trong thir chi dtirg'c n 6i re tlnh hlnh airc khoe ^ tinh hlnh 
gia dinh (Write only about health and family). 

3. Gia dinh gtri den cdng phai theo dung mlu, khufin kho vk quy 
dinh nky (Letters from families should also conform to this proforma/ 
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Ethel Taylor 
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July 28, 1970 



As you may already know, Ken Kirkpatrick 
of the American Friends Service Committee 
took more than 700 letters from families 
on his recent trpp to Hanoi. The North 
Vietnamese aceepted only those for the 335 
men who are officially confirmed to be 
prisoners there, and asked him to convey 
this policy to us. We are, therefore, 
regretfully returning the enclosed letter 
to you. 

It should be noted that the North Vietnamese 
reiterated that they are responsible only 
- for men sh&t down and captured over North 
Vietnam, and that they have no way of deliver- 
ing mail to men missing in other countries. 

While there has been no statement from the 
North Vietnamese that the list of 335 is 
the total number of men they are holding, it 
is our feeling that it is very close to — may 
even be--the total. Should we ever receive 
specific information about your husband we 
will certainly contact you right away. 


Sincerely , 

BcLAAtOufi- 

Barbara Webster 

P.S. I am sorry for the delay in returning 
the letter to you but we wanted to wait ufctil 
Ken Kirkpatrick returned to this country so 
we could talk with him. 
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Virginia, furnished the 

kn 

Her husband is 

piLoting an F-10 5 aircra 



«V(SS3iiEm 



ie d, £>. ffir Force and while 
was shot down in N orth V i e tnam in 

October, 1967 and he has been declared a prisoner of war. 
fpnwi 

1 « w *< / 


She has received only two letters from her husband 
since his capture by the North Vietnamese. Both letters 
were forwarded to her by cover letter from the Committee 
of Liaison with Families of Servicemen Detained in North 
Vietnam (COLIFAM). The first letter was received about six 
months ago and the last, four months ago. 


SVia T'pral 1 0H + 
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f T^rim 
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rnT.TrAM 
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feoi, 


January, 1970 when they furnished her an information sheet 
indicating that they might be able to forward mail to and 
from POWs . She has retained none of the correspondence that 
she has received from COLIFAM. No representative thereof 

has contacted her personally and CuuitAM has not pressured 
her into joining their organization or contributing financially 
to it. 

A T'A P A 1 1 A H ^ 3 rrPM AMHF7 +0 1 Am 'Kaw 

sister, Mrs who lives at the Air Force Base 

in Victorvil^^^^^HfoWra , several months ago, stat ing that, 
he knew Mrs and her husband and wanted Mrs. 

address. Mrs^^^^^ldid not furnish the address to >7 


4 



?£* Mrs . stated that she is a member of the^National 

League of Families of American Prisoners in Southeast Asia, but 
does not participate in any of its activities. She stated that 

shA has not trAVP 1 Ad ftupnc A* * * Or m»t of +V 10 .a •? n * r\ o f ■Fs\'r%+ 
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to ascertain further information concerning her husband. She 
has not testified before any Congressional Committee. 
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fcol^-Tk-'^ Mrs 
children 





stated that she and her husband have four 
at she wants to avoid publicity in this 
matter = She stated that only her immediate family and a 
few close personal friends in Portsmouth openly know the 
status of her husband as a POW„ 
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be willing to testify to the above 
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Mrs 

following informaxion : 


Virginia Beach, Virgir 
/furnished the 


She is the wife of 

Navy , who was shot down over - Nor^h Vietnam on _ 
and he has been declared missing in action (MIA 







Mrs • furnished two copies of a photograph which 

was extracted Dy the Navy from a Japanese propaganda film 
released during Christmas of 196 7 and she stated the photographs 
are those of a person who she feels is identical with her 
husband , 




’ She further related that when Captain RUMBLE, U. S. 

Air Force, a former prisoner of war (POW) in Hanoi was released 
several months ago, he indicated that he had been in three POW 
camps and that when he had entered the second camp, her husband's 
I name had been listed as a POW. She also related that the Navy 

has advised her that they had otherwise learned that her husband 

had been seen at a POW camp, / 

* 



In Mrs Mrs had 

gone to Hew... York and coWmdwith DAVID DELLINGER-^and several 
others who are affiliated with some peace organization and she 
sent a letter to her husband along with the women who in turn 
gave the letter to DELLINGER, She stated, however, that she has 
never received any mail from her husband . 



Over the years , she has heard through various sources 
that certain people, such as STEWART MEACHAM, were, going to 
Hanoi and she has sent mail with these persons. On one occasion, 
she actually telephonically talked with MEACHAM and asked him if 
he could inquire concerning her husband. He has furnished no 
information concerning him, however. 
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In early 1970, she began to receive correspondence 
from the Committee of Liaison with Families of Servicemen 
Detained in North Vietnam (COLIFAM) , She stated that this 
group apparently had been formed to ascertain information 
about POWs and MIAs and to arrange to get mail back and 
forth between the POWs and their wives . She has received 
considerable correspondence from COLIFAM since the early 
part of the year. 

She furnished the most recent letter from COLIFAM 
dated August 3, 1970, which is set forth subsequently. In 
addition, she furnished a letter dated July 27, 1970, from th 
American Friends Service Committee, a xero copy of which 
follows . 


In February, 1970, she directed a letter to COLIFAM 
telling them about her husband’s circumstances and pointing 
out that she had reason to believe that he was a POW. She 
received a reply from COLIFAM indicating that they would 
cable his name to Hanoi and that they would subsequently 
advise her. She has received no information indicating 
that her husband actually is a POW. 


During the last several months, she has been 
regularly sending letters on a prescribed Navy form to 
her husband through COLIFAM. 


She expressed an opinion that COLIFAM had thought 
that it would obtain more information concerning the 
POWs from Hanoi than it actually has. She has no informatioi 
concerning the actual formation of COLIFAM, 


Ch, 
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mation concerning her husband from the Women Strike for 
Peace. She has never been contacted by the Women Strike for 
Peace nor any other person knowingly affiliated with COLIFAM 
other than STEWART MEACHAM, 


In May, 1970, she went to Washington, D. C. to talk 
with the Swedish Ambassador in an effort to obtain infor- 
mation on her husband. The Ambassador related that he would 
contact his , the Swedish Government , but she has received 
no information from the Ambassador since that time. 
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She related that she has engaged in no foreign travel 
in an effort to obtain information concerning her husband. 

She stated that she is a member of the National 
League of Families of American Prisoners in Southeast Asia. 

Mrs . stated that she would be willing to 

testify as t^neabove, but feels that her information 
concerning COLIFAM is quite limited. 
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Co-chairmen: 

Dove Dellinger 
Coro Weiss 
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Mrs.^Ann# Bennett 

‘ Committee 

Richard J. Barnett 
Rennie Davis 
Madeline Duckies 
Prof* Richard Falk 
Rev. Richard Fernandez 
Norman Fruchter 
*Maggie Gedaes 
Steve HallLwell 
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August 3, 1S 7 C 

As you nay already know, Ken Kirkpatrick 
of the American Friends Service Committee 
took more than ?0C letters from families 
on his recent trip to Hanoi, but the North 
Vietnamese accepted only these for the 
335 men who are officially confirmed to. o 

. Wp r £ r? r 
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fully returning the enclosed. 



While there has been no statement 
North Vietnamese that the list of 
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to — may even ce — the total. V'e have 

made a special request about one fev: m.en 
for whom there is some evidence they surv: 
their air raid. Should we receive any in: 
mat ion- about your husband we will certain! 
contact you immediately. 


Sincerely , 



Barbara Webster 


P.S. I am sorry for the delay /in writ in, 

nrti 1 Von It s*r. rpt^rr.c 
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and we could talk with him. 


28 


<rn H) 


100-6833 


AMERICAN i _NDS SERVICE COMMITTEE 


-* U/ . 









HENRY BEER1TS 

CftrUf/l'.i 1 . 


HENRY J. CADBURY 

Honot'iry C^,yifir>tn 

bronson p. Clark 

£icci/.''*'c S\K<9i*'y 



& 

Eo l^m ~ 2 -~ 


b 

v*. 1 1 


~1 


* 


V 


A ■ . ,- ■» » - /r ' 

Pn;!ade:r , ~‘-<-'- ^ '• 

Pn C/ D c. E/ t/T 


July 27, 1970 


I deeply regret tha t it: was not possible for me to deliver the cr.c loses 
you had requested when I went to Hanoi in June 1970. I was tola m Han o 
by Mr. Tran TTong Quat of the Vietnam Committee for Solidarity with the 
American People that that Committee has compiled a list of 335 American 
servicemen who it says are held in detention camps in North Vietnam. (S 
attached list.) This Committee does not have responsibility for the a cm 
istration of camps of detention in North Vietnam, but is the committee v 
invited me to visit Hanoi. Mr. Quat would accept from me only those i^t 
which were addressed to persons on the list of 335.. This is the seme li 
which was turned over to the Committee of Liaison 'last April. 


Mr. Quat informed me that the North Vietnam authorities have no interest 
regarding Americans who have been captured in areas outside North Victnc 
In other words , although the name of a person who is believed to have ce 
shot down over Laos, Cambodia, China or South Vietnam does not appear on 
the North Vietnam list of 335, this does not mean that that person hu_ r 
survived. It only means that according to the North Vietnamese he is n. 
a person known to them or held by them and that they, therefore, cannot 
deliver letters or packages to him. 


Regarding those reportedly shot down over North Vietnam the refusal of 1 
Quat to accept letters for delivery because their names are not or. the 1 
of 335 implies, of course, a more somber situation, but I learned nothin 
more specific than that as to any particular individual. 

My recent trip to Southeast Asia took me both to Hanoi and to Saigon. i 
in North Vietnam and in South Vietnam, as well as here in the In: tec Sec 
one cannot help but see how this war has brought tragedy and sorrow ir.ee 
the lives of all affected by it, Americans and Vietnamese alike. 

Again let me express my sincere regret that I was not able to deliver 
the enclosed. 


S incer e ly yours , 





\ A. 

Kenneth Kirkpatrick 
Peace Education Secretary 
AFSC 


814 N.E. 40th Street 
Seattle i 


KK:vh 

end. 
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owing 



over no 
July, T96S. 


^ t she is the wife of 

U. S. Navy, who was snot aown 
Sred a prisoner of war (POW) in 



She stated that approximately 3*s years ago she and some 
of the other wives of POWs learned that a group representing 
some peace organization was going to North Vietnam. After . 

contacting Naval Intelligenc^JrfashiMton, D. C. , the Navy /. 

suggested to her and Mrs another wife of a POW, 
that they personally conta^^^ffi^^^oup , wKch was located in 
New York City, and take with them letters to their husbands. 

The personal visit was apparently necessary because the group 
was leaving within two days and there was not enough time to 
mail the letters to the group. ^ 

^ She re i a ted that she and Mrs .flHHP went to an office 
of some unidentified peace newspape^i^New York, in an 
effort to talk to TOM HAYDEN, Father BERRIGAN, and DAVID 
DELLINGER. They were referred to an apartment. They went 
to the apartment where they conferred with HAYDEN, BERRIGAN, 
and DELLINGER and an unidentified professor. The apartment 
was located near Greenwich Vi^aee , but she could not recall 
the address . She agyj^Jb's • asked the men if it were 

possible that thejy/ see the^^^^Winds. They took with them 
pictures of their husbands and letters from a number of POW 
wives. The group was cordial and suggested to the women that 
they become vocal in expressing anti-war sentiments. They said 
they would do whatever possible in Hanoi. 

After this. Father BERRIGAN and the professor actually went 
to Hanoi. After the m en retu rned to the United States, the two 
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men contacted and told her that they had given 
the mail to th^NortT^vietnamese to give to the POWs . 
BERRIGAN and the professor brought out three POWs and the 
POWs were returned to the United States . Neither BERRIGAN 
nor the professor actually contacted Mrs. 



i ~ 


k> 


Mrs . ^HBIBBstated that prior to Christmas of 1969 , 
she had received eight letters from her husband through the 
Postal Service from Hanoi. Since that time, she has received 
five additional letters from her husband, which were trans- 
mitted by the Committee of Liaison with Families of Service- 
men Detained in North Vietnam (COLIFAM) . The last was 
received in mid-June, 1970. 


v*>r> letter flavimr 

j — -- fe 


COLIFAM sends eech letter with < 
they are happy to transmit the letter from her husband. In 
one. letter, COLIFAM asked for donations to the group. 


fee She exhibited a letter dated May 4, 1970 from 


Reverend RICHARD r £.fu*ANy£.£ aaaressea to 


II <*«« «« * i . « 

■xne famines or rne 


335 Presently Confirmed Prisoners Held in North Vietnam." 

The subject matter was "Information on Correspondence with 
Prisoners." The letter bore the masthead of^OLIFAM and was 
two pages long. , 

Mrs stated that generally she writes to her 

husband on a monthlybasis through the Postal Service, using 
prescribed form given to the POW wives by the Navy. . 

.personal . 

Mrs .^^PHHhas had no/contact with COLIFAM and 
has had no personal dealings with the Women Strike for Peace, 
although on several occasions in 1969, or thereabouts, she 
had sent letters to her husband ^^jg^gJ^^AGMAR WILSON of the 
Women Strike for Peace, as Mrs . a wife of a POW, ha 

told her that representatives o^^ffif^^^^anization were going 
to Hanoi . 

In earlv.1970 , Mrs had received an invitati© 

from CORA WEISS^bf the Womei^^TPiTce” for Peace to attend a 
recentioi^at some Congressional Building in Washington, which 
Mrs did not attend. 

of the country 

in an effort to ascertain information concerning her husband 
and has not testified before any Congressional Committee. 



haS not traveled outside 
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She stated that she has no information as to the 
origin of COLIFAM and at this time was unable to locate 
any correspondence from them. She stated it is her 
personal opinion that Hanoi had asked COLIFAM to be a 
clearing house for mail between the POWs and their wives 
and by doing this, this has given COLIFAM favorable 
publicity as a peace organization. She recalled reading 
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been called to Paris by the North Vietnamese and that there- 
after a committee was set up to deal with the POW situation. 

MrB . 

in regards to 



stated that she has no desire to testify 


above and stated that any prosecution of 


COLIFAM, if it were forthcoming, would hinder the sending 
and receipt of mail between POWs and their wives. 
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American Friends Service Committee, dated January 20, 1970, 
and a xero copy follows . 
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AMERICA. . FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTw 


HENRY BEERJTS 
C h*tH*4* 

HENRY J. CADBURY 
Hmm# f C*»rm* 

BRONSON R. CLARK 
UfcvfMt Sterner 



7 60 North Fir tat/ 
Philadelphia. Pe 
Phone 215-563-i 


■ / 


D ear Friend, 


January 20, 1970 

/- **" L 


"V . " 

v -r 



I an happy to report that during n y visit to North Vietnam between 
./ December 26, 1969, end January 9, 1970, I wee able to deliver to the 
representatives of the Vie tiny (Viet Nea Coonittee for Solidarity with 
American People) about $00 letters that had been forwarded on to me 
by you end other family Bombers of prisoners of war in North Vietnam. 


Immediately prior to my departure from North Vietnam X was given 69 
v letters from 61* American prisoners of war, and In keeping with the 
North Vietnamese request these letters have been ’given to the 


Committee of Liaison 
with Families of Service 
men detained in North 
Vietnam 

365 W. L2nd Street 
New fork. New fork 

for transmittal to the individual addressees. NO at the American Frie 
Service Committee are pleased to have had a part in opening a channel 
for eosnunicatian between the prisoners end their families ana hope t 
this will continue. * ' 

Tou may be interested to know that during ny visit to North Vietnam I 
waa able to deliver a second contribution of open heart surgical equi 
ment to the Besh Vien Viet- Due Hospital in Hanoi in keeping with a 1: 
standing Quaker concern for civilian sufferers on both sides of a vai 

Following ny departure from North Vietnam I traveled on to Quang Ngai 
In South Vietnam to visit the American Friends Service Committee (Qu* 
rehabilitation project for civilian casualties. 

I have ssked ny colleagues in Riiladelphia to mall this letter to yoi 
prior to *y return to the United States^ so that you might know more 
ly that your letter haa safely arrived in Hand and was given to the 
prlate Norm Vietnamese authorities' with ay specific request that it 



. EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA. i 


Date 8/27/70 



It- 



Mrs . 

Virginia Beach, 



gima, ru 
She is the wife of 

U. S. Navy, who was shot down xn comna 
in September, 1968, and was declared a prisoner of war 
(POW) in October, 1968. 


letnam 


In about January, 1970, she received her first 
correspondence from the Committee of Liaison with Families 
of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam CCOLIFAM). This was 
in the form of an "information sheet", which she did not 
read in detail. In February, 1970, she received a special 
delivery letter from CORA WEISS of COLIFAM telling her that 
her husband’s name had been released by Hanoi to COLIFAM 
as a POW and that she would be receiving , mail . 

j*- 

In March, 1970, she received her first letter from 
her husband. This letter was transmitted to her from COLIFAM 
with a form letter, a copy of which is attached. 


She received her second letter from her husband 
through COLIFAM with a cover sheet from COLIFAM headed 
" Communication with Captured Airmen Established by New 
Committee! Letters en route now." A copy of this is attached. 

She assumes that Reverend FERNANDEZ of COLIFAM was 
responsible for bringing out the second letter. She stated 
this is based on information she received from other POW 
wives who advised her that FERNANDEZ had gone to Hanoi where 
he spoke with several POWs and had returned with mail. 


On virtually a monthly basis , she mailed letters 
to her husband through the U. S. Postal Service to Hanoi 
using a prescribed form of the North Vietnam Government, which 
the Navy had furnished to her. She does not send mail to 
her husband through COLIFAM. 


On 


by 
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She related that she has had no conversations 
with anyone on COLIFAM and she has not been pressured 
to affiliate with the organization. She stated that 
she has not travelled overseas in an effort to ascertain 
information concerning her husband efs^ she felt such 
travel would serve no useful purpose. 

She stated that she along with many other wives 
of POWs and men missing in action belongs to the National 
League of Families of American Persons Missing in Southeast 
Asia . 


She stated that she would be willing to 
testify before any hearing concerning the above, although 
she pointed out she actually has very limited information. 
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NF 100-6833 

3 COMMITTEE i LIAISON 

with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vie ; 

165 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 




CABLE ADDRESS: 
COUAFAM 


(212) 765-1 


Co-chairmen: 

Dave Dellinger 
Cora We ist 


I reosurer: 

Mrs. Anne Bennett 


Committee 

Richard J. Barnett 
Rennie Davis 
Madeline Duckies 
Prof. Richard Falk 
Rev. Richard Fernando* 

LI C L, . 

nvrmon rrucnxer 

*Maggie Geddes 
Steve Halliwelt 
Prof. Donald Kalish 
Stewart Meacham 
Prof. Bea Seitzmon 
Prof. F ranz Schurmann 
Ethel Taylor 
"Barbara Webster 

T i Y Alinn 

e v w * i wwKy 


'staff 


Pest* 




to 


We’re very happy to forward this letter 
to you which Just arrived from North Vietnam 
along with ^ others. 


We Vcnow It’s been a long time since 
you were informed that this letter was en 
route, but it’s a long trip and we too are 
delighted that they’ve arrived. 


v _ 




Barbara Webster waggle < 
for the Committee of Lia 
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UNITED STATES GO . ANMENT 

Memorandum 

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-457899) 

/A 

""WBAO. CHARLOTTE (100-10986) 


date: 9/8/70 


subject: ^COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF 

SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM) 
IS - MISC 

— REGISTRATION ACT 


Rp Mpu Yn^lc lpffpT* Tio nf ^ / 0 / 7 C) / ^4 * - 
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On 9/2/70, Mrs, 
^^^^yoldsbornJL C 

located through a sis ter- in 
Virginia. She advised that 
and is living in same in 1 




chased a trailer 


LEAD: 


ALEXANDRIA 


IRGINIA. 


Will locate and interview Mrs, 
in referenced communication. 


as set forth 


to loLSl^-^ 



Ali I^WtION C0WTA1SBP. 
KESEIKNTs UNCLA3SIFIH?. ; 

zsns?T]mEZ& shows 

j#«fiEsr iss . 


(z) - Bureau 
2 - Alexandria /*'•*'" 
1 - Charlotte 


akt£vwrf‘(r| 


7<t- 


BX10 1 




~ y 

/ C v 


/ > /"7 


SEP *> is; 


f/ S . Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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-'a-SSar.'^ss 

e following in 



AIR TEL 


is 


TO: 


F B I 

I Date: 8/31/70 


"i < i i » ■ 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

REGISTERED MAIL 


(Priori ty) 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-457899) 


FR° M ^^^^AC^R ICHM °ND (100-11215) RUC 

^C0MMITTE?*CiF LIAISON WITH 
FAMILIES _0F_ SERVICEMEN deiaijed 
IN NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM) 

IS”- “MISCELLANEOUS; REGISTRATION ACT 
(©O: NEW YORK) 




Re Richmond airtel to the Director, 7/27/70. 


Enclosed for the Bureau are 2 copies of 
reflecting interview 

S . Naval 
who has tee 

66 . 


itfaemg 


letnam 


i 


^ Also enclosed for the Bureau is one copy each of 

Xerox copies of the following: 1 

(A) Information Sheet dated 1/1 970, setting forth 
background and functions of captioned committee . 



(B) Letter dated 5/4/70 on letterhead of captioned 
committee from Rev. RICHARD FERNANDEZ concerning information 
on how to correspond with prisoners. 


(C) Copy of blank "air-letter” form enclosed with 
5/4/70 letter from Rev. FERNANDEZ. , __ . . _ 0 ~ / 

ocr n \<ro - i-l t> 7 y / v 1 


- Bureau (Enel. 8 ) (REGIS TErED HAIL) 

2 - New York (Enel. l4)( 100-168469) (REGISTERED MAIL) 
1 - Philadelphia (Enclosures - 7) (REGISTERED MAIL) 

^M|fjr nd ex ios — - — 

- FNf.LOSURE . ~ - air.u'*, 


enclosure 
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u 
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tion cofta. 





RH 100-11215 


(D) 


(E) 


(?) 


Letter dated 6/14/70 on letterhead from 
captioned committee addressed "Dear friend" 

and signed ‘’Barbara WebstgJ^^ghlch letter i 
enclosed letter to Mrs. ^^H|^Bfrom her 
husband . 

Letter described same as "D" above dated 
6 / 26 / 7 ^>jh^^had enclosed letter from 
Mrs . husband .) 

Letter dated 1/20/70, on letterhead of 
American Friends Service Committee, Inc., 
l60 North 15th Street, Philadelphia, Pa., 
19102, in which letter captioned committee 
is mentioned. 




inr 

Enclosed for N^^Jforl^are 8 copies of FD-302 setting 
forth interview of One copy of this FD-302 is 

enclosed for PhiladelphS^m^vxew of the fact that American 
Friends Service Committee Inc., Is located in Philadelphia, pa. 

^ Enclosed for both New York and Fniladelphia is one 
copy each of Xerox copies of documents and letters identified 
above 'under enclosures to the Bureau as L - F. ^ 

It is noted that prior to interview of Mrs.^ 
that she was advised that the purpose of the intervievT was 
determine if the Committee of Liaison with Families of Service 
men Detained inlbrth Vietnam had been in contact with her, 
and that the investigation was to be made in an effort to 
determine if this Committee was engaging in political activity 
in the United States at “the request of North Vietnam without 
complying with the requirements of the Foreign Registration 
Act. She was further advised that this investigation was 
being conducted by the FBI specifically at the request of 
Mr. J. WALTER YEAGIEY, Assistant Attorney General of the 
United States. 



U . S . Navy 
a prisoner 



wife of 
who has been 
/66 . 


- 2 


RH 100-11215 



^ v v 

Mrs stated that while she feels that capticre 
Committee is a^raSmist front organization, she is willing 
to utilize any and all means of communicating with her husband. 


She said that since her husband’s capture in June 1966: 
she has received a total of seven letters from him. She said 
that all information received by her and copies of all 
correspondence received by her have been made available to 


Wll* Ul J. w 


A'T T\Tq ttQ 1 Tn tol *1 rrC^y\r*C> 
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Naval Personnel in Washington, D 
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She said that in view of the fact that her husband 
is a captive in North Vietnam and has been for four years, 
that she would not* be willing to testify publicly in a trial 
against captioned Committee . She said she based this stand 
on fear that the North Vietnam Government might take reprisal 
against her husband in the event she testified. 


» *N - -\ 
CJ-U CT-s 


^ ^ She stated that she has been and will continue to 
keep ONI advised of any information coming to her attention 
pertinent to her husband and the captioned Committee. 

In vie-.: of Mrs . statement concerning her 

wishes not to testify pub l^^^^^noLHM suitable for disseminatic 
is being prepared by Richmond. 

— - /?7 o- /7c 

made Xerox coDies of enclosed nor respond* 


Mrs made Xerox copies of enclosec^cnrnjesnondt 

i ^ uj uapnuncu uuiiuiii l ice avcuxauic l u on 

■fl^^Hon 8/19/70^ statirg that they constituted effl^orresponc 
received from that organization or pertaining to that 
organization. 


Mrs . 
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FD-30* .< 


4-15-64) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


iJ* ft 

•»$ 


8/24/70 


tM > tr 





U. S. Army 

h Vireinia, _... 

~ Navy Pilot ii 
U. S. Navy Serial 
shot down over North Vietnam 
one received no confirmation of whether her 
was dead or alive until she received a letter from 
her husband, which came directly to her from Hanoi, North 
Vietnam in January 1967 . Since her husband has been a 
prisoner of war, she has received a total of seven letters 
from him; the first being the January 1967 letter and the 
second being in April 19o9 * She received one letter in 
June 1969 and two in December 1969 * She has received two 
letters from her husband in June 1970. 

The two letters received in December 1969 were 
forwarded to her through the Committee of Liaison with 
Families of Servicement Detained in North Vietnam, and 
one of the June 1970 letters was forwarded to her through 
this same Committee. 



But 


Her first contact with this Committee was when 
she received a letter from her husband in 1969; however, 
the Committee furnished no explanation as to its purpose, 
membership, etc . Subsequently in January 1970, she re- 
ceived a typewritten two-page letter on the letterhead 
of this Committee dated January 1970, captioned "Information 
Sheet", which set forth names of the officers of this 

rf o v» 4 m a 4 4 V a <«\/) <% WK <4 4 4* n • m a 4 am m ^ U a m — 

vi ^ uauh^i uuiiu anu _l c o luuvwxuao * 011c uaD ucvci 

received any personal contact with anyone representing 
themselves as spokesmen for this Committee but only in- 


formal-type correspondence. 

-_»*s •'1- 

8/19/70cp „t Richmond, Virginia 


Richmond 100-11215 
F n e »New York 100-168469 





J/j 8/21/70 


Date dictated 


by 

Tbie document contains neither recommendation* nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and Us contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Mrs. 


corre spondence 


ff^^HAroade available Xerox copies of all 
receded from this organization. 


Since her hie band's capture , she has received none 
of his personal possessions and no other contact has been made 
with him with the exception of the seven letters received by 


It is her opinion that a person having someone confined 
as a prisoner of war in North Vietnam would have been contacted 
by the Committee of Liaison with Families of Servicemen Detained 
in North Vie tnam when the prisoner of war addresses a letter to 
that member of his family. The Committee obtains the address 
and identity of that individual from the prisoner of war's 
correspondence and thereafter contacts the member in that 


She stated that she is aware that certain other 
individuals with husbands or family members confined as prisoners 
of war in North Vietnam have been contacted by the Federal 
Bureau of investigation concerning this Committee; however, 
she stated that she was not aware of the identities of any of 
these individuals who have not already been contacted. / 

Mrs . sed she Is a irrarinate of' 




Virginia, and has on numerous 

occasions appeared publicly ana on television in an effort to 
try to secure in some way the return of her husband and other 
Americans confined in North Vietnam. She stated that her one 
aim in life is to have her husband returned safely to this 
country, and she would be willing to do most anything to 
bring this about; however, she stated on the other hand, she 
would not be willirig to do anything she felt would bring him 
harm or lessen his chances of return. 
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NGLT&J cCri (AUrtitcr) 




NQ TEN (Name in full); 


$5 UNH (Service number) : ... 

lift Vi KEif S111H (Date & place of birth) : 


£|A CHI (Address): 


TRAI GIAM PHI CONG MY B} BAT TAl 
NUOC VI$T-NAM DAN CHU CQNG HOA 


tii t i j a n a a til i » /» r a 

via ^u^Lurr, 


(Cj/rtp ot detention tor U-O. pilots captured 

in the DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC of VIETNAM) 


COMMITTEE OF LIAISON 

with Ftmiiies of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam 


G&I (AlJrtuti) 


Hp TEN (Name in full): 


9|A CHl (Address) : 


» 
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C OiJirJUTTZS OF 


LIAISON 


with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam 


CABLE ADDRESS: 

COLIAFAM 


Co-chairmen: 

Do ve Dellinger 
Coro We iss 


365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 



l ^ * l v - 


(212) 765-1490 


June 25, 1970 


Treasurer: 

Mrs. Anne Bennett 


Dear friend : 


Committee 

Richard J. Barnett 
Rennie Dovis 
Madeline Duckies 
Prof. Richard Falk 
Rev. Richard Fernandez 
Norman Fruchter 
•Maggie Goddes 
Steve Hall' well 
Frci. Dono'a Kaiish 
Stewart Meocham 
Prof. B ec Seitzmon 
Prof. Franz Schurmann 
Ethel Taylor 
^Barbara Webster 
Trudi Young 


We are very happy to send you the enclosed 
letter. It, along with 105 others, was 
brought back to this country by a group 
of anti-war people who have just returned 
from a visit to North Vietnam. 

This brings to a total of 1,110 letters 
which the Committee of Liaison has for- 
warded on to families since last December. 


Sincerely, 

iQMvl 

Barbara Webster 


••toff 
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AMEr N FRIENDS SERVICE Cl ViITTEE INC 


HcNRV BE. 

HENRY J. CA 
Hznotj'f Z- 


.Y 


•RONSON P. \A 
£«cc ut>*t Jew'. .■/ 






: ■> 


•T** .u'J 

. L. 




0" 

to 

January 20, 1970 


760 A/orf/? Fifteen: c:ree:, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19102 
Phone 215-563-9372 


Dear Friend, 


I am happy to report that during my visit to North Vietnam between 
December 26, 1969, and January 9> 1970, I was able to deliver to the 
representatives of the Vietny (Viet Nam Committee for Solidarity with 
American People) about 500 letters that had been forwarded on to me 
by you and other family members of prisoners of war in North Vietnam. 


Immediately prior to ny departure from North Vietnam I was given 69 
letters from 6h American prisorfers of war, and in keeping with the 
North Vietnamese request these letters have been given to the 

■r • 

Committee of Liaison 
with Families of Service 
men detained in North 
Vietnam 

365 W. 14.2nd Street 
; New York, New York 


for transmittal to the individual addressees. We at the American Friends 
Service Committee are pleased to have had a part in opening a channel 
for communication between the prisoners and their families and hope that 
this will continue. 


You may be interested to know that during ny visit to North Vietnam I 
was able to deliver a second contribution of open heart surgical equip- 
ment to the Benh Vien Viet- Due Hospital in Hanoi -in keeping with a long- 
standing Quaker concern for civilian sufferers on both sides of a war. 


Following ny departure from North Vietnam I traveled on to Quang Ngai 
in South Vietnam to visit the American Friends Service Committee (Quaker) 
rehabilitation project for civilian casualties. 


I have asked my colleagues in Philadelphia to mail this letter to you 
prior to ny return to the United States, so that ycu might know more prompt- 
ly that your letter has safely arrived in Hanoi and was given to the appro- 
priate North Vietnamese authorities with my specific request that it be 
delivered to the individual addressee. • • 


EF/h 



I 
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Co* sb; ir~.cn: 

Dev* Dellinger 
Cere Veil * 


365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10026 
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(212) 765-U50 


(cz i y re r: 

Mrs. Anne Bennett 


juna 14, ISyO 
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PicHcrc J. Scrnett . 
Rennie Dcvis 
* = ce!:ne Duckies 
?;c:. Pic Herd F c I St 
Rev. RvcHcrd Femcrdc; 
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Trvdi Young 
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Dear friend: 

t 

Me are very glad to send you the enclosed 
letter fro::. North Vietnam. It, along 
with I 1 ; 2 others,' was brought to this” 
country by Jean Pslorr.dcn, Nancy Hub in 
3 no Judy 03 aver — - art::* ~v; s r activists 

T. ! V> r*. e n.ov^f v r.» o ».» o cl 1.<* c* *? v» \T/*v*-i 4-V> (. Vw* ™ 

w j/v h v w.vw *.u 

The letters were slightly delayed in 
getting here because ail the material 
they brought back with then, including 
the letters, was confiscated by the 
Canadian Customs upon their arrival in 
Montreal. This was totally unexpected 
and unprecedented; but -they generated 
enough pressure so that everything was 
returned to thera- 


There will be another group going to 
North Vietnam at the end of this month. 
If you would like them to take a letter 
from you, please send it to us in the 
next week or so. 


Sincerely, 

7? / . 1 . I f 

oowhjik 
Barbara Webster 
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i vfih Families 


of Servicemen Detained 


in North Vietnam 


365 West 42n3 Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 


CABLE ADDRESS: 
COLIAFAM 


Co* chairmen: 

Dave Dellinger 

Coro Weiss 
* 

Tree sorer: 



(212) 765-1490 


1S70 


From: Rev. Richard Fernandez 

To: The families of the 335 presently confirmed 
prisoners held in North Vietnam 
Re: Information on correspondence with prisoners 


Mrs. Anne Bennett 

Committee 

Richard J. Barnett 
Rennie Davis 
Mcdelir.e Duckies 
Prof. Richard Falk 
Rev. Richcrd Fernandez 


On April 20th I returned from a three-week trip to 
Laos end North Vietnam. In North Vietnam I spoke 
with officials responsible for communication between 
pilots held in detention there and their families 
here. The following information was emphasized to 
me by the North Vietnamese authorities and we are 
anxious to make sure that you are aware of it: 


Karmen Fruc bter 
"Moggie Geddas 
Steve HgINwcU 
Prof- Donald Kalisb 
Stewart Meet ham 
Prof. Bcc Seitzmon 
Prof. Franz Schurmcnn 
Ethel Toy! or 
"Barbara Webster 
T/gdi Young 

•staff 


wont to write * 


l) The Vietnamese recommend that families use the 
air-letter form (enclosed) for correspondence. 

p ^ Communication to cilots should be limited to 
matters of family and health. 

3) Pilots are allowed to receive one letter per 
month and one package every other month (not 
over six pounds in weight). 

Detention Camp authorities have said that they do not 
wish to receive several letters and/or packages per 
month for a given pilot from different members of the 
same family. Families should make arrangements for 
alternating letters each month if different members 


The North Vietnamese authorities indicated that, from this point 
forward, they will not feel responsible for forwarding letters and 
packages that do not adher to the above. 

' If the letter form is mailed directly it Can go in another envelope 
but the mail route, "via Moscow, U.S.S.R,," should definitely be in- 
cluded in the address. If letters are sent to the Committee of Liaison 
for forwarding please enclose but do not affix stamps as we send letters 
on in packets. The Committee cannot forward packages for families. 


VIhile I was in Hanoi, Prof. Douglas Dow! of Cornell University and I 
met with three pilots: Cdr. Robert Schweitzer of Lemoore, California; 
Cdr. Walter Wilbur of Virginia Beach and Lt. Col. Edison Miller of 
Santa Ana, California. The three men were in good health, and said 
they had daily exercise and reading material. The three pilots acl- 


A 


vised \js z nar *cney naa oeen geLting leu-ers 


auu 


packs a 


4^ wt A 

1 LVII1 


4“ 1a a. 4 v» 
l/UCU 


< 


RIc... rd Fernandez memo - page 2 



fam^l.. js, and asked that packages include toilet articles and canned 
foc^a. In particular they mentioned soap, shaving cream (no razors 
or blades), toothpaste, powdered milk and cream, instant coffee and 
non-melting candy. They said they do not need clothes. 


Also, in my discussions with the Vietnam Committee of Solidarity 
with the American People, the Committee of Lisison I s contact in North 
Vietnam, *ve confirmed that since December over BOO letters have been 
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letters are still on their way from Hanoi to families here. 


We hope that this information clarifies some aspects of correspondence 
for you. If you have any further questions please do not hesitate 
to contact us. 





jm ^ >nC 

CC:.T.:.7T£5 OF U/JSOfJ 1 9-Tlc^^ 

vjfch Fomiffss of S&vbsncn Defend in k forth Vistr^n 

3SS Wart £.2nd Street Nsu,- York N_Y_ 10026 01 ?- *766-1 A 9 0 


January, 1970 


D»ve DcJ linger 

Cora VVeiu 

Treasurer: 

Mrs. Anne Efennett 

Ccynm ittee (in formation): 
Fsnnie Davis • 

Rev. Richard Fernande2 
*U'iCQfjie Geddas 
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INFOEISATION SHEET 
Background 

In the course of the Vietnam var t links have beei 
built between the people of Vietnam and Americans 
who oppose the war through numerous meetings and 
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Europe, Canada, Quba and Southeast Asia and have 
included people from both the Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam (North Vietnam) and the National Libera- 
tion Front of SouthVietnam (now part of the Provi- 
sional Revolutionary Government). 


st»w 


In these meetings the Vietnamese have always stressed 
a disuinctiori between the U.S. government, whom tney 
hold responsible for the policy of war, and the U.S. 
people, whom they believe still value the goals upon which this country 
was founded — independence, justice, freedom and equality. This same 
distinction is evident to those Americans who have visited North Vietnam 
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paople are encouraged by their government to believe that the American 
people are basically decent and humane. 

It is therefore understandable that the Vietnamese should indicate their 
lvi;.Lc confidence in the American people through the peace movement which 
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in tile past, the Vietnamese have asked the peace movement- to receive 
U.S, servicemen — primarily pilots whose planes were shot down — when the 
North Vietnamese government has decided to release them. On three 
separate occasions — February 1968, July 1968 and July 1969 — the peace 
movement has gone to Hanoi and returned with released servicemen; on 
one occasion an American peace activist went to Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
to receive three released NLF captives. 

In addition, Americans visiting Hanoi have frequently carried letters 
there at the request of families, and have brought .back letters from 
servicemen. There have also been occasions when American peace activists 
have met prisoners and talked with them. 


Functions of the Committee 


A Committee of Liaison has now been established as an extension of 
these past efforts at the request of the North Vietnamese. As on past 
occasions, the peace movement is responding to a request by the Vietna- 
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The Committee will seek to facilitate comm viii cation Ulwccp * es ir\ 

the U.S. and servicemen now imprisoned in North Vietnam. Basically, the 
Committee will receive letters from servicemen and forward them through 
the domestic mails, thereby decreasing, we hope, pasc problems in th^ 
receipt of such mail. We will also forward letters to North Vietnam at 
the request of relatives. Families are of course still free to send 
letters and parcels directly but should note that the instructions on 
mailing previously issued by the State Department are wrong. The correct 
address is: 

name of serviceman 

serial number 

Camp of Detention of U.S. Pilots 
Captured in tV.e D.D.V. 

Hanoi, Democratic Republic of Vietnam 


of-' 


info: 
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requests for inf onnation about servicemen fron families who are 
uncertain if their relatives ere being held in North Vietnam. Re- 
quests should be submitted to the Committee, but there is no certainty 
when end if the North Vietnamese will be able to respond. The Committee 
will of course transmit immediately any information that it receives 
to the family. 

Clarification 


Two clarifications are in order: first, it should be noted that the 
Committee will be dealing solely with the government of North Vietnam 
and will not have any information on men held in South Vietnam by the 
Provisional Revolutionary Government. Nor will wo be able to provide 
information at this time concerning men held in Laos or any other South- 
east Asian country where U.S. troops and aircraft rxe presently involved 
in combat missions. 


Secondly, the Committee will function entirely apart fron the U.S. govern- 

nr»n+ a IT P /TrtT7^rnnAnf Visit 1 if fn r\ < f r r» rS f f •( n nl f G n t~ 4 - Vt r\ 

*«V4J ^ * *■ * *»- w « w • vjv t AAUIW4* v «L7 w w a. j mi r-wv. ^ v *aw * W % . ■k X VUX A W. 4 

Vietnamese to be open to the rnnee^n-? of American families by ‘icing the 
families r genuine desires as a propaganda ploy. The government has 
further attempted to provoke an angry response from the Vietnamese by 
publicizing unsubstantiated and inf 1 anna tory testimony from fliers al- 
ready released: apparently, the government has decided to jeopardize 
existing communications and the possibility of future releases for the 
sake of propaganda rimed at * prolonging the war. The North Vietna- 
mese are also very aware that the U.S. government 1 s claims of humani- 
tarian concerns are contradicted by the well- documented policy of tor- 
ture and brutality practiced on prisoners taken in the South by U.S. 
and Saigon trooos. 
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resolution of the fate of all the servicemen now held in North ' . :tcm 
waits ultimately upon a U.S. decision to end the war and withdraw ail 
its forces and materiel. 


Who We Are 


We firmly believe that the safe return of these men and the half 
million others that the U.S. maintains in South Vietnam, Laos, Thailand 
and aboard naval vessels— who can also be viewed as prisoners, prisoners 
of their own government since many have been sent to fight in a war 
against the dictates of their own conscience— can only come with a de- 
cision on the part- of the U.S. government to withdraw from Vietnam. 
Because of this conviction, we who are serving on this Committee will 
continue our efforts to create popular pressure strong enough to force 
the government to withdraw. 

Ue are active in a variety of organizations committed to ending the 
war: .American Friends Service Committee, the New Mobilization Commit toe 
to End the War in Vietnam, Clergy and Laymen Concerned about Vietnam, 
Women Strike for Peace, The Conspiracy, and Nomen Against Daddy Wcr- 
bucks. The Committee is supported by donations from individuals and 
organizations, and welcomes any gif to sustain its work _ 
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ADMINISTRATIVE : 


Investigation is continuing in the NY Division to 
interview relatives of prisoners of war contacted by COLIFAM 


NY is not setting forth additional leads on material 
V o > furnished by SA in referenced communication. This material wil 

^ ^ be maintained for future possible use. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE (CONT'D) 

te xt tel ephone call made to COLIFAM on 8/25/70 

fa fa* 

Source used to describe CORA WEISS is former 





Ho leads are being set forth by the MY Division at 
this time. It is felt that when all interviews are conducted, 
appropriate leads can be correlated at that time. 


Ho local dissemination is being made at this time. 
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UN1TEL ^ TATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS',* E 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 


Report of: 

Do "’ EoliVJ 




Office: 


New York., New York 



Flow Office FMo * 1.00-16846Q Bw.cn, File #: 100-457899 

COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN 
DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM) 




Oanetr. INTERNAL SECURITY-MISCELLANEOUS 

REGISTRATION ACT-NORTH VIETNAM 


s y"°p«'» : • COLIFAM has moved its office from 365 West 42nd St., 




% 

I 


DETAILS: 


By suitable pretext telephone call dated August 25, 
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Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam (COLIFAM) is 
no longer operating out of 365 West 42nd street, New York, 

New York (NY). It was determined that the new address is 5022 
Waldo Avenue, Bronx, NY. This address is the home of CORA 
WEISS, Co-Chairman of COLIFAM. 

In March, 1956, a source advised that WEISS, then 
CORA RUBIN while attending the University of Wisconsin, Madison 
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University of.Wisconsin Chapter of the Labor Youth League (LYL) 

The LYL has been designated pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. 
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Tbia document contain* neither recommendation* nor conclusions of (he FBI. It is the property of the FBI « nd 19 
your agency ; It and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Attached herewith are interviews reflecting 
contact by COLIFAM with relatives of servicemen missing 
in Vietnam or known to be prisoners of war. 


FD-J02 (R»». 4-15-64) 


FEDEkaL bureau of investigation 


•7/91 /Vn 

I / *-*-f I V 


Iaw Vnr 


fcV* 1 -I^l* Wk ' * $ M" 


e Ib the~Erother of 


United States Air F 


Mr stated that as of November, 1967, his 

brother has bee^Tffssing In action. He further stated that 
he has handled all his brother's matters for the family and 
In so handling these affairs involving contact with the 
Committee of Liaison With Families of Servicemen Detained in 
North Vietnam ( COLIFAM} . 

On January 19, 1970,fflHfc stated that he had a > 
meeting with several members wn^^aa relativ es as prisoners / 
of war (POW). These individuals Ancluded 




oordinate efforts on behalf of the POW 

relatives . 

Subsequent to thi^neetina^^MB^stated that on 
I January 23, 1970, he andfl[H[^H||H||KT5xxed in unannounced 


Subsequent to thi^neetinc^^MB^stated that on 
January 23, 1970, he andfl|H[^HHH||KfSxKed in unannounced 
to the headquarters of that they spoke 

to MAGGIE GEDDES. GEDDES appeare^xCT^B^^a^being extremely 
intelligent and well versed in her wor^^^^H|K[ told an 

HHBjthat C0LIFAM worked out a commitmen^^^^^the No^^^® 
vfexnam Government to have mail relayed from the families to 
the POW and visa versa. GEDDES also stated that C0LIFAM would 
be in a position to verify if a serviceman was actually a POW 
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stated that 
view of the 





stated that he and 
and furnished it to 


was interested in 
s"”son was missing in 
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drew up a memorandum 
el MILTON K. KEGLEY, 


Military Assistant to Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense. 
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New York 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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concluded that he had in his possession 

several pi^6£s of mail from COLIFAM, one of which states 
that COLIFAM is acting on behalf of the North Vietnamese 
Government, but that he would not giving them for 

possible evldenciary material. stated that unless a 

trrsi^l^'Aaubpoena wa^^^sued, ne would prerer not to testify in this 
™ matter. stated that his brother has an extensive 

backgroun^Tf^ngineering and is posa^^ in a very 
difficult position if he is a P0W.V|^H| stated any testimony 
on his part would greatly endanger n!Wr< 
alive . 


rother if he is still 
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January 20, 1970 


or' H 

I an happy to report thax during ny visit xo North Viet nan between 
lecerxber 26, 1969, ar.d January 9, 1970, I v. ? a a able to deliver to the 
representatives of the Vie try (Viet Nan Oonnitxee for Solidarity viith 

* 'v “i m ^ ^ ^ ^ . a ^ ^ \ a ^ r - ^ ^ 4- x *— ^ a. L. ^ *u. ^ 3^-5 _i_ 

-- ^ujao; Liid j fi^w lon'ciruuu on uo 

you and other family numbers of prioonorj of war in North Vietnam. 

Dtcediatoly prior to ry coverture iron North Vietnam I v::s given 6? 
lectors from 61 American prisoners of v;ar, and in keeping Kith the 
North Vietnamese) request these letters have been given to the 

„ Co..™ v %»e u Oj. ajX a x s o n 

with Fa mill e s of Service 
nan detainee in North 
Vietnam 

1 ^ llO*-" ^ ~ ““ 

^ • t • 4 ,. U. U U/ 

M * IV , i .« jVf T W a it 
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Service Cereal’ 
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this Kill continue. 


dividual addressees. ha at the American Friends 
ised to have had a part in opening a channel 
the orisoners and their families and hope that 


You may he interested tc knot: that during my visit to North Vietnam I 
v;as able to deliver a second contribution of at on heart surgical eouio- 
menu to the Benh Vien Vie t- Due Hospital in Hanoi in keeping with a long- 
standing Quaker concern for civilian sufferers on both sides of a war. 

Foil OK'ing it y departure from North Vietnam I traveled on to Quang Ngai 
in South Vietnam to visit the American friends Service Committee (Quaker) 
rehabilitation project for civilian casualties. 


I have asked my colleagues in Philadelphia to mail this letter to you 
prior to my return, to the Ynitec State s > so that you right know more promt b 
iy that your latter has safely arrived in Hanoi and was given to the appro- 
priate North Vietnamese authorities vn.tr. ry specific request that it be 
delivered to the individual addressee. 


ru 
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i Kor c sinc-rbly yours > 
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TT.’EKTY SOUTH TWELFTH STREET 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. IS107 
Telephone: 561*2636 
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January 21, 1970 


Dear 



r ' ■ 
'S. 




I as sorry that It has t&lten me so lor- to write to 

you but -ve been waiting until I could make definite 
- u c.e*stion5 to you and r.o w I sxt pleased to say I can, 

I regret very such that ijdld not brine back a letter 
-or you but new an organization has been set un between 
.'iaca .bveosr.; sr.d Hanoi optoi.'icaliy .'or the purpose 
wi foruarains sail and forwarding inquiries regarding 
prisoners i roc tfee-j.smediate family. 

. The or -animation is the Co— itteo of Liaison With 
os of Servicemen Detained in .Vcrth Vistr.cn and is 
xcuateo at 3c5 H. 42 nd Street, Xo;: York City, :;.y., IC33S. 


I ?.r. a member cf this Committee T 
- contact cc for ar.y roar.cn. 


Picrr.e do not hesitate 


Cordially, 


/.• 


• •- ip' 




1505 Ashford Way 

?ttila., fa., 19151 

>'I 2-9 070 (Ai ‘g^-Tode 2151 


Krs. Williaa^aylor 

£ TurL- .Li'*. 
’ / 
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P.3. You will shortly receive information directly frosT 
the Committee ortlaison with details of its operation 
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CASL2 AO PUSS: 
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(212) 745-1490 

c? January 27, 1970 . fc , 
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Ethel Taylor, a member of our newly-formed ^ 

^ i v committee, which will facilitate communication 
between American servicemen half in North Viet- 
nam and their families, has asked us to contact 
you. We are enclosing an Information Sheet 
describing the Committee of Liaison. 

We have also duplicated the enclosed letter 
I'crn which you nay wish to use in writing your 
relative. The North Vietnamese have said that 
. £Jfi54r e -s can send and receive one letter per 
ar.d one package (not more than six 
pounds In weight) every other month. Note 
the address and mail route given in the Infor- 
mation Sheet. — 

TT you KOt:lil 1 !.!•;*' u:s to Li*;/ to I’IihI out It* 

your relative ij u prisoner in North Vietnam, 
send his full none, service number and any 
details rcu have on when sne where he was shet 
down. V/a will then transmit the inquiry to the 
North Vietnamese end are hopeful of receiving 
a response to every request made. 

It is important to understand that there un- 
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shot down hut whom the North Vietnamese could 
not rescue, and that there are prisoners held 
by the Provisional Revolutionary Government in 
South Vietnam and by the ,?athpt. Lao in Laos 
about whom we ere not able to get Information. 

' ' “ • *- * _• - *.•• «*•- ■ — • » . -t-- .7 

We understand your anguish in not~ knowing- about 
your relative and ae sincerely hope we can be - 
of help lw .getting Information about- bln for - 
you. — 'j . — _ — ~ " • _ 


■w iTfcTi ~ " 






: ar~ Sincerely,.. _ 

it/cfo &V 


^r"~2r 


7zi *ir:_£ 


JBL' . • juess?^.. 


Barber a Webster 


P.S. Wo apoi^risa for sanding e mimeographed 

letter but we wanted to getthit’kOrd to yotf 

as quickly as possible. • 
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CASH ASttliS: 

CG*UaF AW 


:;. Viest 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10026 


( 212 ) 765*1493 


Co*cV.clr.-r^n: 

Dove Djilingcr 
Cora Weiss 

7 roo surer: 

Mrs. Anno Bennett 

CommitToe (ir- formation)*. 
Rcr.r.ie Dcvis 
Rev, chord Fernandez 
*r,z::U G^J-’cs 
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P;v 7 . _ec Scirzmon 
Etrc* Vcvlor 
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February 7, 1970 






Sear 


We v;ill cabling Hanoi in a couple days and 
v : 111 include a request Tor information about 


vniiv' hr^rnrrl 

tr ~ 
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would hope to receive bach a letter from him, 
which v;e would of course immediately forviara 
on. In any case we will be in touch with you 
as soon as we ~ct any wore at all. 




Since the Ccrtnittae of Liaison has only re- 
cently been set up we do not hnevi hov: lcr.~ 
it midht be before v;e can ewpact a response 


but imagine it will be at least a month. 


*y _ ^ 1 a t. - 


I do hope v;e will be able to be of help. 


Sincerely, , 
lUrlinra Webster 
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160 North Fifteenth Sires 
Philadelphia, Per.nsylvh.n 
Phone 215-563-9372 


December 15, 1 959 


Desr Friend, [ 

3hiS ~ s a brie* nozs zo ac. ; ~»ov:ledge rscaipt ci your letter 
addressed to your family member v.t.o is being held as a prisoner 
cf war in North Viet nan, 

>7 plane call for me to arrive in North Vietnam on or 

ebon* 2 o scanner ax trier. poim _l hope to be able to turn your 
^.o vter jNLorvp T *ritr: a larro numor of other letters from the imme- 
diate auXiI^gs oi non coins he_c to the annroxriaxe authorities 
of the Democratic: Republic of North Vietnam, alcr- vrith my re- 
quest that the letters be delivered to the individual Prisoners. 


/l^ t/Q^ ny re uurn to the Unite a States X vrill t/rits to you a in 
-0 w J v;netner it v;as possible to deliver the letters. 





GKI CHU {N.B.} : 


1. Phai riet rfi ▼& chi dir^c vict tren nhCrng dong kc sSn (Write 
ftgtbfy »nd only on the fine*). 

2. Trong tto- chi diri?*c r.6i vB tiah hinh su-t khoe tJ Unh h'.nk 
gil di&h (U/rifff ony ehoui health end family). 

3. Gia dinh giri dsn efieg phai tbeo duag reau, khuon kho rk qay 
dinh niy (Letters from families should oho conform to this proforma). 
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HGW&l G&l ( AJJrtitor) 



HQ (Nome in full): 





$5 L(KH (Service number): 

m VA NSAt Si:;H (Dote & piece o? birth): 




C|A CHI (Address) ; 
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Ion; 

b)l« She Is the mother of 

‘ i aa^Amerlc&n- Air Force Dilot who was sh 


ew.york.^JQ’J j - furnisnea TK^ToTRwTng 




| missing on or about 
of war . 



1967 , in the Vietnam theater 

1^7*' 


Following the report that he was missing, neither 
she nor members of the family had any word concerning him 
or his whereabouts until on or about January 1, 1968 , when 
she received a handwritten letter from him contained in an 
envelope. Enclosing this envelope was another envelope 
containing a typed or printed note stating in effect that 
instant letter had been transported from North Vietnam by an 
individual returning to the United States and was one of* 

30 or 40 such letters from captured American servicemen to 
their families in the united States. The identification of the 
sender was not divulged. Since that date she has received 
serveral similsr letters froin her son sll delivered in the 


same manner. She is unable to identify any of the letters she 
has received as coming from the Committee of Liaison With 
Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam (COLIFAM)j 
but stated that in addition to the above mentioned source of 


T fit f O wp Kao + a ine 
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Friends (Quakers). 
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-■ She has forwarded all correspondence so received 
directly to the Casualty Section at Randolph Air Force Base 

0 W H ko e WO + 1 a A a a a a ^ ■f ^ Daa aa ♦•lit a k a k a a a T a a a a vt a* a a a a a ^ a /4 

two A G VUAUGU UUiiL Ui. XV* AGLCli VXJ DUG UAD OXDU GUI 1 GOpVUUCU 

with the Casualty Section at McGuire Air Force Base in New 
Jersey. 


t ' 
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She is familiar with COLIFAM from reading about it 

J_ XL. . .M J J . • 1 . ^ ^ i ..i XL XL . . . X J ..i X J . M rtAn A 

XU W1C pi'COb fcLUU lb dlbU i.CUTLiJ,XO.X~ Wlbil LUC CLUUlVll/ieb Ui UWAA 

WEISS from the press, but has had no contact in any manner with 
either COLIFAM, its representatives or CORA WEISS. She stated 
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that following the appearance of the article In tt Newsday" 
concerning COLIFAM and the several local American prisoners 
of war, she was contacted by a representative of "Newsday" 
with the request that she furnish photographs and submit to 
an interview. She declined photographs and' the interview 
stating in effect that she was not seeking any publicity. 

She has not been recontacted by the paper or other news 
media. 
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mrs • 



Indiana, advised 
, oi~ Inv estig ation tha - 

a pilot in the United States 

Urs.pH advised that her husband was shot down 
over North Vietnam approximately live years ago and is presently 
a prisoner of war. She stated that she believed that ho is in 
fairly good health as she has viewed news photographs of him 
being paraded in Iianoi and she does receive mail from him 
occasionally. She advised that recently she has been receiving 
one letter a month from her husband. 

llrs.^^BB^stated that she is aware of an organization 
known as the Commutes of Liaison with Families of Servicemen 
Detained in North Vietnam. She advised that she has received 
letters from her husband to her that have come through intermed- 
iaries which have belonged to various groups that she described 


as Duir;; 


ft ^ x i 

Xt?I u 


ho udviued 


Liuiw il ;::l? 


around 


iVu-^us L 


_ _c 

Ol 




1968 she was receiving these letters with cover letters iron 
the American Friends Service Committee, a member of which was 
the Reverend RICIAND FS?.!L*:n>22. She advised that the Reverend 
FERHAlJDiSZ is also associated with this Committee of Liaison with 
Families of Servicemen Detained in l.'orth Vietnam. She does not 
recall exactly when the letters started coming with cover letters 
from this committee, however, it has been for some time. 

Mrs. H^p^iaavised that she has never been contacted 
by the committee except to receive literature from them which, 
would be included in a letter that also enclosed an envelope and 
letter from her husband. She recalled that in some of the 
correspondence from the committee she was told to send the 
letters to her husband back through that committee, but that 
she has not done so. She advised that the receipt of these 
letters from the committee has been the extent of her corresponds 
and connection with that organization. She noted that she has 
received between seven and ten letters from her husband through 
this committee. She also advised that she has not received 
anything else from her husband other than these letters. 
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Urs.^mi recalled that the cover letters usually 
were form letter^ana contained some statement to the effect 
that a member of the committee had been to North Vietnam and 
had brought the letter back . She stated that there has never 
been any attempt to describe the visit or identify the members 
of the committee who worked in North Vietnam or who brought the 
letters back with them. . 

Urs.VH| stated that she believes that the wife of 
at Indianapolis, Indiana, has had the same type of 
contact with the committee that she has had. 

Mr stated that she would be willing to cooper 
ate with the UniteaStates Government in any way possible and 
would gladly testify concerning her association with the 
Committee of Liaison with Families of Servicemen Detained in 
North Vietnam. 
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bib 


Col or a 


F'.1**STTF* 


East Asia 


that sne is acquainted with Mrs. 

Ca lifornia, who was active in 

eague of Families of America Prisoners in South 



7 cs 


Mrs.VB pointed out that she first heard of an 

/ organization using the name ’’Committee of Liaison with Families 
of Se^^^^^^Detained in North Vietnam", "COLIFAM", through 
Mr during, she believe^^th^ latter part of 1969. 

Mrs .^^m§enplained that Mrs. ^mi^HUhad contacted her and 
advised that Mrs. (first name unknown ) DUCKLES, representing 
COLIFAM was going to North Vietnam and confer with Hanoi 
officials concerning Americaj^servicemen v/ho had been captured 
, In ^ by the Vietnamese. Mrs .^^H^^stated that she was advised by 
\ letters addressed to the husbands of service wives in America, 

\ who were alledgedly in custody of the North Vietnamese could 

\ be addressed to their husbands, sealed in an envelope and sent 

\ to Mrs. DUCKLES for transmittal. . y _ 


■i 


Mrs. advised that Mrs . indicated that 

Mrs. DUCKLES would be accompanyed by a Mrs. (first name unknown) 
TAYLOR and a Mrs. (first name unknown) WIESS. 

Mrs stated that upon receipt of this informatic 
she called RandoXphAir Force Base in Texas and inquired whether 
a Colonel CRATCH if there were any objections to sending a lette 
in care of COLIFAM by Mrs. DUCKLES and he said there was not, 
although. COLIFAM were not "one of the best groups." 
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ntactea and advised that 
USA?, 'and is presently 
for the National League 

family organization. 

advised that she has received four 


cnvla. The first letter was a form letter 






Krs. 

letters frora Ca 

advising her that Reverend RICHARD FERNANDEZ had just returned 
from a visit to Laos and north Vietnam* and that he had 
brought back a letter from her husband. This letter was signed 

ELALLXWELL. A second letter was received from 
with an enclosed letter which stated that 
hod recently been handed this letter and S0 
others from fc&Ms ijwi^t^vietnatft. Jn iiay 4, 1970, a third 
letter reached Mrs. This letter gave instructions 

as to how to write tottie^ws (paper type, weight, restrictions) 
and how q£ten writing was allowed. The letter related the 
details jfif a meeting which Revcrand FERUAKOSZ and professor 
DU0GLA^DCr.;z> had with three po>; pilots: Conander WALTER OTsuR, 
Virginia Reach, comander rojert ECii..ERTELR, Lemoore, California, 
and Lieutenant Colonel EDISON MILLER, Santa Ane, California. 

The three men were in good health, had daily exercise, reading 
materials, and were receiving letters and packages from the 
United eta tee. They asked that these packages include toilet 
articles and canned foods. 

• VHMmV a< ^ vised that she had gone to 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in early January and had attended 
a meeting with ETHEL Taylor. TAYLOR extolled “the great 
compassion of the llorth Vietnamese", and asked for contributions 
to support the work 1 1 e e . The meeting took place 

in a church, but Mrs. not remerober its name or 

location. TAYLOR gave an information sheet 

which explained the background and purpose of COLIFAH. 
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Hr. 

contacted July 23, 1 
letter from h^jr son. 



n — 7/30/70 

Ohio vas 
ad received one 
United States 



_ _ or not any more 

lorreapondence has come through from his son or the committee. 

He advised that his daughter-in-law has cut herself off from 
he nnd his wife. Che does not answer any of their correspondence. 
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that she was being contacted with respect to her contacts with 

of Servicemen Detained in 
stated she is the wife of 
ently a prisoner of war in 
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dated January 27 > 1970, which was a form letter instructing her 
how to correspond with her husband. She has received two subse- 
quent similar letters from COLIFAM. In addition, in April 1970, 
she received a telephone call from the Reverend RICHARD FERNANDE 
who told her he had talked with her husband and had taken a 
photograph of him which he would forward to her. FERNANDEZ told 
her her husband was well and was receiving her letters. He did 
not specify who his contacts were in Hanoi or how he was able to 


(<^ I Mrs. _ 

her husband thro 


/ 




travel there to interview her husband. 

stated she has received two letters from 
LIFAFj and is convinced by them that he has 
not received any of her letters which she has sent through COLIF 
She stated she has always cleared all such activities through th 
Marine Corps Air Station, El Toro, California. She indicated sh 
was entirely opposed to COLIFAM and sent letters through them 
only as a last effort to get a letter through to her husband. £ 
indicated she would be willing to cooperate in any way should he 
testimony be needed. 


Mrs. 



A’ 


also stated she received two copies of a 


photograph of three prisoners of war, one of which was her husba 

onH f V^o f f ho f-n t - 
ui»w vi ju w VliU 

in mid-May 1970. 
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Date — 7 / 7/70 



advised 

^l>* l "she is the mother of USAF, who 


l>* 1 she is the mother of 

is a prisoner of the Worth Vietnamese* 

V\ < j 

In December 19&9> an individual, whose name she 
cannot recall, wrote and told her to contact MADELINE 
BUCKLES, in Berkeley, California, as Mrs. DUCKLES was going 
to Hanoi and would carry a letter to her son. 


On January 17, 1970 , she received a letter from 
CORA WEISS on the letterhead of the Committee of Liaison 
with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam. Two 
letters from her son acoompEnied this lettsr* She stated 
this was the first contact that she had had with this 
committee. (Copy of this letter of transmittal is attached 
as Appendix A).' 


Subsequent to this time, on February 23, 1970, 
she received a letter dated January 1970 on the letterhead 
of the Committee of Liaison with Families of Servicemen 
Detained in North Vietnam. This was entitled "Information 
Sheet" and is Appendix B attached. 

Also in February 1970, she received a letter 
dated January 27, 1970, from a MAGGIE GEDDES on the 
letterhead of the Committee of Liaison with Families 
of Servicemen Detained in. North Vietnam, this is Appendix 
C attached. 


I 


In January 1970, she received a letter from ROGER G. 
•FREDRICKSON dated January 20. 1970, from the American 
Friends Service Committe^. This is Appendix D attached. 

Mrs .^mAstated that she also received a letter 
from her son oi^Tia^jro7 1970, but was unable to recall if 

*1 A 4- J- *. u •<*>#« X U l_ _L I n * X 1. ^ T J . J 

w«s wdo irdiii&iiiiiLeu ujruugn x-ne uorjniT/tee oi jjiaison# 

She stated that the last contact, that she can recall, with 
this committee was when she visited their offices in New York 
City during the spring of 1970. She stated that at this time 
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she met TRUDI YOUNG and MAGGIE GEODES. At this time she 
had a letter that she wished to be delivered to her son 
and they would not accept it at this time stating that 
they preferred the letters be transmitted by correspondence* 

b*i 

stated that there was no indication 
one received from her son that he had 


Mrs. 

in the letters 


rece 
Mrs. 
to te' 


esf!!^o 



of the letters that she had sent to him. 
concluded by stating that she would be willing 
the contacts she has had with this committee. 


Ln 
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Vith Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam 
•365 Went 42nd Street* New York, B.T. IOO 36 (212)76>14*0 


A V 


Vietnam. 

The letter is foi’vard'id to yon through the newly formed Committee of Liaison 
of which we nr e members. 

This letter, along with (.-3 others,. was recently handed to Louis Schneider 
by Vietnamese authorities in Hanoi, and he mailed them to us from Hong Kong. 
This was in line rite. system for handling such letters which has been 
opened «d to our Committee by the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. 



Dear Mr. & Mrs. 


We are enclosing n letter to you froml_ 
written from. a cfiiflp of detention in the 



ubiic of 


The Committee of Unison is ec?npoae<2 of individuals active in the American 
peace uove^ent anri opposed to the U*S. military intervention in Vietnam# 
The Crmocrntic ttepublic of Vietrarn has decided to use our Committee as a 
channel for co.'rii:nicnt:on tetueen the captvred airn.ori in detention camps 
in North Vietnam and their relatives in the United States. 


. Please errcu.ee the fret xha 
letterhe-nd* 'ic are a nev 
without delay* 'ihcrsfore 
" waiting for printed letter 


t thia letter is dittoed rather than typed on 
corr.ittee 2 nd we- want you to receive the enclosed 
v:e rre nailing thir letter immediately without 
herd and envelops* 


We shall send ycu further information within the next few days regarding 
the liaison services our Corr.ittse is now able to perform. 


Jn closing we wish to express the deop hope that the U.S. government will 
come to its senses, withdraw its armed forces from Vietnam, and thus make 
it possible for the families, both American and Vietnamese which have been 
separated ss a result of this cruel war, to be reunited. 


Sincerely yours. 

For the Committee of Liaison 


<JLI 

Richard Fernandea / 
Clergy and Laymen 
Concerned About Vietnam 



Stewart Mcachatn 
American Friends 
Service Committee 


Ethel Tc.ylo: 
Woman's Strike 
for Peace 


Other members of the Committee are: David Dellinger, Cora Weiss, 

Ronnie Davis, Anns Dennett. Rea Seitzinan, Maggie Gcddcs, Trudi Young, 
Steve Halliwell. Barbara Webster 
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January, 1970 


XNFoniuvriovi sheet 


Background 











thd Taylor 
■‘Bjrtcrn Webster 
rudi Young 

Wtf 


In the course of the Vietnam war, links have beat 
built between the people of Vietnam and Americans 
who oppose the war through numerous meetings and 
conferences. These meetings have taken place in 
Europe, Canada, Cuba and Southeast Asia and have 
included people from both the Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam (North Vietnam) and the Notional Libera- 
tion Front of Sout'nVietnam (now part of the Provi- 
sional Revolutionary Government). 


In these meetings the Vietnamese have always stressed 
a distinction between the U.S. government, whom they 
hold responsible for the policy of war, and the U.S. 
?ople, whom they believe still value the goals upon which this country 
•s founded--independence, justice, freedom and equality. This same 
istinction is evident to those Americans who have visited North Vietnam 

s rJ f niirv^ n +■ ^\7n>n 't-Hmicr'h 4 “ Vj r> i nn S c 4-r* o-P r*r> r? *1 f cm! f 4-l^y^. 
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ople are encouraged by their government to believe that the American 
•ople are basically decent and humane. 

is therefore understandable that the Vietnamese should indicate their 
sic confidence in the American people through the peace movement which 
ey believe embodies American ideals, rather than the government. And 
the past, the Vietnamese h.ave asked the peace movement to receive 
S. servicemen — primarily pilots whose planes were shot down — when the 

>** (* 1 ^ 17** ^ VS *— « » ^ ys M/M * w* %s v»\ A - Vi — . *-» /s s' #1 <— v ^ 4 . jk «* a. 1 V y\ _ _ > < 

4 -^ 1 * vAcuiumc^c vjw v i Uiivjji c iJcii? ucbiucu i -u xuiCdbC tnen • UH tHTCC 

parate occasions — February 19G0, July I960 and July 19G9 — the peace 
vcment has gone to Hanoi and returned- with released servicemen: oil 
e occasion an American peace activist went to Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
receive three released NLF captives. 

- • * 

addition, Americans visiting Hanoi hfnve frequently carried letters 
ere at the request of families, and hove* brought back letters from 
rvicemen. There have also been occasions when American peace activist 
nve met prisoners and talked with them. 


incl ions of the Committee 

* . 

Committee of Liaison has now* been established as an extension of 
•esc past efforts at the request of the North Vietnamese. As on past 
:c,i:;3onr., tho peace movement is responding to a request by the Vioina 
•so to wor t, a specific, immediate need and is not in any sense room- 
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A Committee of L:Ss*?son 1ms now been established as an extension of 
these past efforts at the request of the North Vietnamese. As on past 
occasions, the peace movement is responding to a request by the Vietna- 
mese to meet a specific, immediate need and is not in any sense repre- 
en ting the government of North Vietnam. 

he Committee will seek to facilitate communication between families in 
the U.S. and servicemen now imprisoned in North Vietnam. Basically, the 
tommittee will receive letters from servicemen and forward them through 
;he .domestic mails, thereby decreasing, we hope, past problems in the 
eceipt cf such mail. We will also forward letters to North Vietnam at 
.he request of relatives. Families are of course still free to send 
etters and parcels directly but should note that the instructions on 

ailing previously issued by the State Department are wrong. The correct 
ddress is: 

< 

name of serviceman 
■serial number 

Camp of Detention of U.S. Pilots 
Captured in the D.R.V. 

Hanoi, Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
vie Jbsccw, U.S.S .R. 


<-d 'u ti*: n . it is possible that the "iotn ameer 


will 


be able to ver: : fy 



*» Je -l 

nFoni/^Tion s:«2et - dj 


cquests for informatio. bo»’t servicemen from ft ics who ore 
neertain if their relative, .-.re being held in North ' ::tnan. Ue- 
uests should be submitted to the Committee, but there is no certainty 
hen end. if the North Vietnamese will be r.ble to respond. The Cor.mi ttc< 
ill of course transnit immediately any information that it receives 
o the family. 


.'larifi cation 


‘wo clarifications are in order: first, it. should be noted that the 
:omraittee will be dealing r-loly with the government of North Vietnam 
ind will not have any information on men hold in South Vietnam by the 
‘rovisional Revolutionary Government. Nor will. we be able to provide 
nformation at this time concerning men held in Laos or any other South 
ast Asian country where U.S. troops and aircraft are presently involve; 
n combat missions. 
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ent. The U.S. government has frequently made it more difficult for 
iotnameso to be opc-n to the concerns of American families by using the 
emilieo' genuine desires as a propaganda ploy. The government has 
urther attempted to provoke an angry response from the Vietnamese by 
ublicizing unsubstantiated and inflammatory testimony fi,*on fliers a.l- 
eady released: apparently, the government has decided to jeopardise 
xi sting communications and the possibility of future releases for the 


akc of propaganda aimed at * prolonging the -war. The North Victna- 


iese are also very aware mat tne u.i>. government's claims ox Humani- 
tarian concerns are contradicted by the well-documented policy of tor- 
ture end brutality practiced on prisoners t alien in the South by U.S. 
end Saigon trooms. < 



n addition to all these factors, there is the simple fact that the 

all the servicemen now held in North Vietnam 
S. decision to end the war and withdrew all 


fate of 


©solution of the 
jeits ultimately upon a U 
xits forces end materiel. 


!iWho V?c Are 

si 



We firmly believe that the cafe return of these men and the half 
million others that the U.S. maintains in South Vietnam, Laos, Thailand 
end. aboard naval vessels — who can also be viewed as prisoners, prironcr 
of their own government since many have boon cent to fight in a war 
against the dictates of their own conscience — can only come with a de- 
cision on tho part of the U.S. government to withdraw from Vietnam. 
Because of this conviction, we who arc serving on this Committee will 
continue our efforts to fc create popular pressure strong enough to force 
the government to withdraw. 


We arc active in a variety of organizations committed to ending the 
war: American Friends Service Committee, the Hew Mobilization Committee 
to End the War in Vietnam, Clergy and Laymen Concerned about Vietnam, 
Women Strike for Peace, The Conspiracy, and Nomen Against baddy Usr- 
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organizations, and welcomes any gifts to sustain its wor 
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with Far?* 


f ; of S&rt/icGKPCn D T necl in North Viotn 

*m ?5 ** st 42 nd Street, New York, N*Y. 


(212) 765-1450 


CABLE ADDRESS: 
COLIAF AM 


Co*ckoirmen: 

Dove Dellinger 
Coro V/ei&s 

Treoturcr: 

Mrs. Anne Bennett . 

Committee (in formation): 
Rennie Davis 
Rev* Richard Fernando* 
^Moggie Geddes 
*$teve Holliwcll 
Stewart Moochom 
Prof. Bco Seitxmon 
Ethel Taylor 

4 Vi t tir t . 

"Doroora neosrer 
*Trudi Young 

*staf( 


L't ^"January 27, 1970 


'll 7i . 

Dear 



<Z‘.\ l>7>l 

pJL/ i ^ " 


We assume that by this time you have re- 
ceived the letter from North Vietnam which 


t*i n n 


_ _ _ _ e r\ M t - « r\ V» /S i— J 4“ /\ « f rv • t Vi * * bb. A tb. W A M A A f A I » Mb 

noD iurwarucu uu yuu uy me mils era ux uur 

Committee. V/e are enclosing an Information 
Sheet vihich explains the work of the Committee 
of Liaison. 

The North Vietnamese have said that prisoners 
will be able to receive and send one letter a 
month. As noted in the Information Sheet, you 
may send letters directly to North Vietnam 
\ uuuc uut; iiidxi ciuurtJss anu ruu^t? j , jli yuu 
would like us to forward them for you. please 
enclose but do' not affix stamps as we will be 
sending them on in packets. We are also en- 
closing a letter form vihich you might wish 
to use, whether you send it directly or 
through us. Prisoners can also receive one 
package, not over six pounds in weight, every 
other month. ' 


To lns.ure the safe and rapid delivery of mail 
from prisoners, the North Vietnamese will send 
periodic packets of letters through our office. 

The letters will then be dispatched immediately 

to the families to whom they are addressed. 

The only way to secure the eventual release 
of prisoners is through the decision by the 
United States to end the war. But in the mean- 
time we are pleased to be able to assist in 
- ..the communication between men and their families. 
We hope to forward letters on to you 8'gain soon. 


• * * Sincerely, 

• tfmit (UtitLs 

Maggie Geddes 

P,S. Before moiling the above out your- letters of l /23 arrived 
and I thought I'd just add a note to say that we assume the VI etna 

®>csc gave the Christmas cord to your con ns our Committee did not. 
If you have any questions after reading the above one! the enclosed 
do not hectitatc to write us again. 
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AMERICAN FRIENDS Sb.tfv.~E COMMITTEE INC. J\~ 
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HENRY fcf LRITS 

CKsurn~tn 


ICO North Fifteenth Street. 
Philadelphia, Penney/ van,.- 
6 ,ie 215563-9372 


HCNFIV J. CADCURY 

Hony+ff 

DRONSON P. CLARK 

\ 

• , i 
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f 

January 20, 197.0 


Dear Friend, • ; 

♦ i 

I am happy to report that during my visit to North Vietnam between 
December 26, 1 969, and January 9, 1970 , I was able to deliver to the 
representatives of the Vietry (Viet Nam Committee for Solidarity with 
American People) about 500 letters that had been forwarded on to me 
by you and other family members of prisoners of v?ar in North Vietnam. 

• * Immediately prior to ny departure from North Vietnam X was given 69 
letters from 6ii American prisoners of war, and in keeping with the 


ivui u;i 


1 7-T A X «... 

vac oiicijijs 


i 6 quo s t 


X 1 

UJtJSt 
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it! 1/ 
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lid vc 


been 




VUii tu 


4 > 

I /lit? 


. Committee of Liaison 
with Families of Service 
men detained in North 
Vietnam 

3^5 V/. Ii2nd Street 
New York, New York 


— for transmittal to the individual addressees. 


ive at tne American menus 
Service Committee are pleased to have had a part in opening a channel 
for communication between the .prisoners and their families and hope that 
this will continue. 


You may be interested to know that during ry visit to North Vietnam I 
v:as able to deliver a second contribution of open heart surgical equip- 
ment to the Benh Vien Viet- Due Hospital in Hanoi in keeping with a lor.g- 
etanding Quaker concern for civilian sufferers on both sices of a war. 


Following ry departure from North Vietnam I traveled on to Quang Ng2i 
in South Vietnam to visit the American Friends Service Committee (Quaker) 
rehabilitation project for civilian casualties. 

I have asked my colleagues in Philadelphia to nail this letter to you 
prior to ry return to the United States, so that you might know more prompt- 
ly that your letter h^as safely arrived in Hanoi and was given to the appro- 
priate North Vietnamese authorities with ry specific request that it be 
delivered to the individual addressee. 


HF/h 
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Date 7 / 1 0 /7 Q 



Mrs. 

^^^^d she is bhe mother 

in the Air Force and TurrentTy a prisoner m North 
She advised that she had been contacted by one 
of the other families, in the Los Angeles area, who had 
kin in North Vietnam, that a Mrs. DUCKLES of Berkeley, 
California, was traveling to Hanoi in November 19^9i and 
would take a^letter to her son. She contacted Mr. DUCKLES 
and sent a letter to Mrs. DUCKLES for transmittal to her 
son. 


In January 1970, she received a letter from her 
son which was accompanied by a letter of transmittal from 
the Committee of Liaison with Families of Servicemen 
Detained in North Vietnam (see Appendix A), 


i 

She received another letter from her son., dated 
February 1^, 1970, which was transmitted to her by a letter 
from the Committee of Liaison with Families of Servicemen 
Detained in North Vietnam, dated April 20, 1970 (see 
Appe ndix B) , both of these letters from her son asked whether 
his sister had been married. This indicated to her that he 
had not received her letter in November 1969 , inasmuch as 
she told him at that time that his sister was married. 


to l \ ^ ^ 

In May 1970, she received a letter, dated May 4, 

1970, from the Committee of Liaison with Families of Servicemen 
l Detained in North Vietnam (see Appendix C). This letter 
I gave her Instructions as to packages and correspondence 
| being sent to prisoners. , 

, If* 


Mrs 

to testify in 


ladvised that she would be willing 
ihy hearings concerning the above committee. 
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V-b •#'!»!*.• • 0/ ' i'.'y iCT’.&f 

;% >'Ct :t. Nc*. Yu, 
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\nsd in ttorth Vietnam . 
;.T. 100?£ (2:’)?i><^93 




rv.1T. Vf* . A Mi*a. - O. 

We arc enclosing letter to yo*.* frc:*SHHHHH^|^^|HH 
written frcru a carp of r’ot: ntion ii> Vic-tnss. 

Ir.e 1? \.ixsr is forward 3d to you throe, “h the >/*<iy forr.ed Conmittee of Liaison 

of which w* are 

j 

T-sis letter, along* '•;■ ethers, Jcr. rt .'.cr.tly handed to Louis Schneider 

by Vietnamese eothoritiL”? in Uscoi. r.r.d !'■:• rr.iliu th-r* to us frop hong Long. 

T ki * • • • m ( m. 1 s *% a • t '% '• ^ 1 " * « We . ': *• * 1 1 Vi? O Vtf* ® O 

; f««.r a . ; u: jlauc »/*.»«•; ** « i"«. • j ’-/ a » - * . % **•-■* ~ •» »»*-**•• •*•-•* ~ww.* • 

oter.ee to to our Corrrittve tv tbs J:< ne. *• tic Acpublicof Vietnam. 

. * 

* 

The Cc«v-lttee of Ur \ sen to nr-fors? of: i.V..V**duals active in the American 
p*acs reverent ar.n oppc£**d tc the ’ 1 ’ intervention in Vietnam. 

Tie Hs-'oeratic Republic oT Vieira** be t f'-rin vr' to use cv.r Committee as a 
channel- for cennur.i ca l: on between t-:.- c : '.p:..rco’ ninr.cn in detention carps 
ir. forth Vietnam end tfcjir relatives i.e the hi>'.teci States. 




*51 . *k A « ** . t «• *| .. A f 4 f * *• »ti 4 K^r* f Van ♦vnerl ftn 

fit * i ^ •sAwurs; ui.tr *i t»t v- «. * « ki.ic ic v >c. i *>■. v.vww » v v *» 

l'tterhcsd. We. ore' a ix" ce-v.ittee end v : varst you to receive the enclose-' 

vithont delay. .Therefor- *.•* :r. -rilV:; 1: IctUr irrucdintely without 

wait ley fer print ri lottrohe: d and .wt?. . * 

' \ 

We shall send ycu further inf orra tier* the next few days regarding 

the liaison servic.ee our Cc-r.ittec if *V. e to perform. 

♦ 

In closing we visa to cupr-sa the drop hop. that the *J.S. government will 

. _ *uk \i >•« u» *»*.e-.AT' < 7 ^ et^o?* r. r**' t • T.rlro 

gyf u<; it," 5 wi i i ( .. i, a uu a w 

it possible for tb* fr.r.iliee, both /.verier r. one Victnareso which have been 
seovrated as a result cf this creel v~r. to be reunited. 



Sircerelv yours, * 

For’tha Cojcmittee of Liaison 


T> ' - * * ^ 

(La (La-P T-t c^.A’o' 

* fti _ t i . __„ - ^ ^ / 

nzcnaro rcrr.r.rw« f 
Clergy and lAy r.cn 
Concerned About Vietnam 


» ^ *»4 ’ ». ^Aksni 

W «•«'•* *' * U • »ki VI * ri 

-.reriern Friend^ 
Service Co*.;sittee 


'zhj! 

■*ttT T’furl 


rfVittT r’fiwl r\*» 

LikllVA *<tij iV 4 

Women* s Strike 
for Peace 


i 


Other ncr.bers of t>.* Corrittee arc: * ‘.'avid Dellinger, Cora Weiss; 

Rennie Davis, Anne Unnstt, 3oa initrrn, Kaggie Geddes, frudi Young, 
Steve Hallivall, Urbr.ra Webster 

, „ „ ‘rT* *, , « j=- / <>->o 

,n -r "yj::: w— - 
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lOMrjHrrizZ of l v on 

with f-ar??iiie±. of Serviceman Detail ~d in iVorti/ Vietnam 

■* 

365 Wesi 42nd New York, N.Y. 10036 


(212) 765-1490 






IABLE ADDRESS: 

CO LI A F AM 


o-cholrmcn: 

Dove Dellinger 
Coro Weiss 

r reosurcr: 

Mrs. Anne Bennett 

ommittee 

Richord J. Bornctt 
Rennie Doyis 
Model i ne^buc V>\c% 

Prof. Richord^olk 
Rev. Richord Fcmondex 
Normon/Fruchicr 
*Mcggrc Gcddes 
Sieve HoM i v/ o 1 1 
Prof. Donal4/ficl ish 
Stewort Meochcm 
Prof. Bea Soitiman 
Prof. Fronj' Schumann 
Ethel Toy lor 
*Borboro Webster 
Ti udl Young 

♦stoff 


April 20 , 1970 


Dear 





y 


a ** 




Rov. Richard Fernandez , a member of the 
Committee of Liaison, returned today from a 
two-week trip to Laos and North Vietnam. He 
isrou^ht back the enclosed letter along with 
201 others from prisoners being held in 
North Vietnam. 

While there, Rev. Fernandez held a lengthy 
interview with three pilots, Cdr. Robert 
Schweitzer, Cdr. Welter Wilber and Lt. Col. 
Edison Miller. He also was advised by North . 
Vietnamese authorities that families should 
v;rifce letters monthly on the enclosed air- 
letter forms. We are therefore sending 
several to you at this time and will send 
more with subsequent mail. 

We are of course very pleased to' be able 
to forward this letter to you. 


m 


Sincerely yours, 

J?.4— fP if 

Steven E. Halllwell 


7r 
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Yif/tfi ratnii ' ~f Scn/icomen Dei d in Worth Vietnam 

36^ <'Cr '2nd Street, Ncv.’ Yoik, NY. lOSbo 

(212) 765-1490 


ZABLE ADDRESS: 

COLIAFAM 


Zo-choirmen: 

Dove Dellinger 

r w - : _ _ 

v>dfu 

reosurer: 

Mrs. Anne Bennett 


/ 
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ommittee 

Richofd J/J£5arnett 
Rennie Davis 
Madeline Duckies 
Prof. Richord Falk 
Rev. Richord Fernandez 
Normon Fruchlcr 
*Moggie Geddes 

4 nun 

v < l < v i ; w m r u ^ i i 

Prof. Donald Kalish 
Stewart Meocham 
Prof. B co Seitzman 
Prof. Franz Schumann 
El he I Tcylor 
* Borborc Webster 
Trudi Young 


StoH 
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Kay H, 1970 

From: Rev, Richard Fernandez 

*1*0 : 'VYm* fsritl 1 aq n P f hr^ ^ ^ ^ nrpRPnhlv f.nnfi rmprl 
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prisoners held in North Vietnam 
Re: Information on correspondence with prisoners 

On April 20th I returned from a three -week trip to 
Laos and North Vietnam. In North Vietnam I spoke 
with officials responsible for communication be tv:een 
pilots beld in detention there and their families 
here. The following information was emphasized to 
me by the North Vietnamese authorities and we are 
anxious to make sure that you are aware of it: 


1) 


2 ) 


3 ) 


The Vietnamese recommend that families use the 

a i v ~ 1 t fcp r* Prir>'Y ( 
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Communication to pilots should be limited to 
matters of family* and health. 

Pilots are allowed to receive one letter per 
month and one cack?~ 
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NY 100-168469 

Richard Fernandez me - name 2 


families, and asked that packages include toilet articles and canned 
foods. In particular they mentioned soap, shaving cream (no razors 
or blades), toothpaste, pondered milk and cream, instant coffee and 
non-melting candy. They said they do not need clothes. 




Also, in my discussions with the Vietnam Committee of Solidarity 
v.'ich the American People, the Committee of Liaison’s contact in North 
Vietnam, v;e confirmed that since December over Q00 letters have been 
sent from Hanoi through the Committee of Liaison. Of those, 156 
letters are still. on their way from Hanoi to families here. 


V.’e hope that this informal 
for you. If you have any 
to contact us. 


* ^ ^ ^ c* p r 

« <J J v lu i >. ▲ w L/ * w 

further questions 


aspects of correspondence 
please do not hesitate 
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Ct IstuBT, UdUIjii MpiUl 

In which was enclosed 
December 13» 1969. 


Mrs . 

#\ A- A 

ua mju 
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dvised that she received, thereafter, 

o tr f ~y f~\ ^ ^ * •«« ^ ^ m 4 ^ ^ ^ 4 

i 1 i/uiii miu ur^aui^auiuu 

a letter from her husband dated 
advised that she has received no 




nee that date. She stated that in 


Mrs . 

further cc:v_.;un 

contact with Mrs. WEISS, she was advised that the organi- 
zation received packets of mail from Hanoi . She asked 
Mrs. WEISS how her organization was maintained and asked 
her if she wanted a donation. She was advised by Mrs. 
WEISS that the organization could use donations, but that 
none was ever solicited from her. 

iadvised that she realizes that the 

es 



/ 


Mrs. 

organization is undoubtedly communist oriented, especially 
looking at the list of names on a brochure which she also 
received from the organization. She stated that from this 
list of names anu from fuings which sue has read arid found 
out about the organization, they are probably communist 
oriented, but this made no difference to her, and she would 
use any possible means to receive a letter from her husband 
and that she was not at all reluctant to contact this 

AWkrr -i s> v\ 

ft \ 

LUl ^ Mrs^mHadvised that at the present time 

she did not car^^T^tske any further action, but she would 
certainly cooperate v?ith the United States Government. 

She emphasized that she has had no further contact with 
this organization, that she was never solicited in regards 
to any funds or donations, was never asked to do anything 
for this organization, and could furnish no further infor- 


mation 


k 


Mrs .^^HHadvlsed that should she receive any 
information in TnOutur^^^would make immediate con- 
tact with the FBI. Mrs . available the brochure 

which she received from ^^^organization in regards to 
the founding of the organization and persons involved there- 
in. 
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Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam 
(COLIFAM) 


Character 


Ref 



Internal Security-Miscellaneous 
Registration Act-North Vietnam 
is made to report of Special Agent 

dated and captioned as 


Ho \^X\X~‘X. 
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• All sources (except any listed belov) vhose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
inToimation in the past. 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
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9/10/70 


Uy| 

°M 7V^Hc, MINNEAPOLIS (100-15134) (P) 


SUBJECT 


COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES 
OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM 
(COLIFAM) 

IS - MlSCJ£LLAft£OUS 
REGISTRATION ACT , .... 


00 : New York 


..4 



8/27/70. 


Re San Antonio letter to the Bureau dated 




By referenced communication, Minneapolis 
was furnished the names of 27 men listed either as 
missing in action or being held prisoner of war in Vietnam, 
and whose relatives reside in the territory covered by 
the Minneapolis Division. There is no indication 
that any of these families have been in contact with 
COLIFAM. 

This office has already or is in the process 
of Interviewing members of the families of nine of 
these 27. Several of the nine have already been interviewed 
and have informed this office they have had no contact 
at anytime with COLIFAM. 

Accordingly, and, UACB, Minneapolis has no 
intention of contacting members of all the 27 men whose 
names were furnished by San Antonio. 

The above is for information. 
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federal, bureau of investigation 


REPORTING OFFICE 1 

OFFICE of origin 

— 

DATE 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

V 

TAMPA 

- — —TITI c Ac race 

NEW YORK 

9/10/70 

6/30 - 9/1/70 




COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES 
OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH 
VIETNAM (COL IF AM) 



CHARAC 


CASE 


IS - MISCELLANEOUS 
REGISTRATION ACT - NORTH VIETNAM 


Dn?T'Dt'VnT 7 C - 

njctr ; 
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Antonio there are names of wives in the Tajipa area who have husbands jo 4 
that are prisoners of war or that are missing in action in North ** 

Vietnam. UACB, those not already contacted will not be interviewed, 
because those that were contacted did not give the other wives* 
names, as individuals who have been contacted by COLIFAM. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


United St ate a £ 
Vietnam* 




Dole 


7 A 3/70 


advised that her husband is in the 
he is a prisoner •£ war in Nerth 


She stated that she had ne persenal centact with the 
COMMITTER OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OP SERVICIMSN DETAINED IN 
NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM) but she dees receive tail frem her husbaid 
threugh this greup* She advised she averages receiving abeut 
•ne letter per menth free her husband threugh this greup and 
previously she had waited far as leng as a year befere receiving 
a letter* 

^t^M^Hfcdvised that she had Just received a 
letter frw BARBARA WEBSTER ef COLIFAM en 6/29/70, ends sing 
a letter frea her husband* She said that the letter ferm 
COLIFAM was dated 6/26/70. which stated te the effect that 
105 ether letters frem prisoners ef war detained in Nerth 
Vietnam had been breught back te this ceuntry by a greup ef 
anti-war peeple whe had Just returned frea a visit te Nerth 
Vietnam* The letter alleged that this breught the tetal te 
l t 110 letters which COLIFAM had ferwarded te families since 
last December* 




EolWH-'X 


MRS. vHHHH said that all ef her centact s had been 
by mail with COLIFAM and ^;hey were usually by BARBARA WEBSTER, 

MRS. stated that en ene eccasien COLIFAM 
had indicated tha^ane ceuld can tribute te them but ehe enly 
aent them seme stamps with which te ferward her letters. 

MRS*^HpH^ advised that COLIFAM had always made 
it a peint ta indicate that their sele functien was ta get mail 
far families and prissners ef war* She aaid she recalled ne 
statements en their pert which weuld indicate that they were 
representing Hanei» Nerth Vietnam, *r any fsreign gevernment* 

« he . 

MRS •■HH advised that/ desired te assist the 
FBI and the Department sf Justice* She advised that ahe did 
net want te jeepardize, in any wa$ her centact with her husband* 


i-9 


6/30/70 
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}£V\ e7 ' HRS. 


I'* 


i4vi>t4 that aha hat imnet lately turned 
•ver all Biteritir reciivei ant infermatien eenceroing her 
mall cent acta with COL I? AM te her Casualty Service Officer ef 
the Unitet States Air Ferce, Casualty Divlsien lecatet at 

D A^ial nK iii* Vamaa B a ff ««k *. . J x aw 

nmiimea^i a wa> w »m*C j OKU JWibViiAVf ACAHS • «U« ilViSCl bil«l~ 

en that tate she hat been in telephenlc cent act with him ant 
she wee etvleet by him that they were aware ef the lnveatig- 
etien being centuctet cenceming COLIFAH ant that they were 
taking steps te turn ever all pertinent infermatien te the 
appreprlate autherities in the matter. She statet that she 
hat been atviset te ceeperate in an interview but requestet 
net te furnish the names ef ether prlsener*e families, fumiah 
any ether material, er agree te testify v in the interests ef 

MNa ^ a^f'^ ff ♦"Vi a ^ ail 1 1 ^ a a on t PVi a / w aV « ♦* V\ «vm^ 

v vmv a*M kkica* veuwawws w^w&i w uc |/i x 

ef war. . 
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United State* Navy eh# 1* officially 11s tee aa (utVlBj Dipi 
captured la North Tittua* 

mivsktf'l that she has had ne cant act with 


MRS* 


her *K at \4 e^nre tarn Ke 
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KRS.^^HH advised that she. has never had any centact 
with the COMMlfflKOF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OP SERVICEMEN 
DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM (COLIPAM) but she.en ene eccasien t had 
called CORA WEISS in Bronx, New Yerk in an attempt te get sene 
inferaatien abeut her husband fellewing a statement by WEISS 
which indicated the Berth Vietnam efficials had listed her 
husband as being deceased* 

MRS* advised that she had been trying ta gat 

letters te her Rsoand witheut any success and en 11/26/69, 
she received infermatien trheugh a greup ef prisoners ef war 
wives abeut a MRS. WILLIAM TAYLOR, 1505 Ashferd Way, Over* 
break Hills, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania whs was smeng a greup 
of women . pacifists gsing te Hanoi with the American Friends 
Service Cemnittee* She prepared a letter to her husband and 
sent it to MRS* TAYLOR on about November 27, 1969* 

| / «) A/ 

MRS stated that en December 23, 1969, she 
was advised by xl^^jnited States Navy Bureau ef Naval Persennel 
that they had received sene information which had been passed 
on to the State Department en 12/22/69, frem CORA WEISS ef the 
WOMEN * s STRIKE FOR PEACE organisation who had Just returned 
from Hanoi* They advised that the reliability of the information 
was unknown. According to this source, the greup had delivered 
letters frem servicemen* a families te Nerth Vietnam end within 

hfurm mf tmr jml ivmr ^n a th* 1 mft mr c f mf frh rnm wars rmfuynmj 

te MRS* WEISS along with the cemment that the prisoners to 
whom they were addressed had either died in their parachutes 

frem injuries received when captured, 
was ene of these far wham mail was 

L l*' 
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MRS. ^^^HHchecked her persenal telephene bill and 
advised frem it that ~ an January 9, 1970, she had called 
CORA WEISS in the Bretuc, Near Terk, telephene number, 212 549-4478, 
and teld her that her husband had been reperted as being 
captured in Nerth Vietnam in March, 1969, but 00 RA WEISS 


an 


fa fKa affaaf fVaf aKa #a1 f ha«* 
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| as the Nerth Vietnmsese pee pie feel vary badly abeut death and 
1 they weuld net pasa en erreneeus infermatien abeut that. WEISS 

! said that she weuld net presume anyene te be a prisener in 

Nerth Vietnwm unless a phetegraph er a letter was received 
fresi the prisener. WEISS premised te recentact Hanei fer seme 
further infermatien in the matter and call back but MRS. STAMM 
advised she had net heard frem WEISS since that time. 

MRS. 

she had attempted te send letters threugh the American Friends 
Service Cemmittee witheut any success and fellewing her call 
te CORA WEISS she had net ever heard anything frem that greup 
either. She said she had never knewn haw the latter greup 
had eriginally get ten her name. 

MRS. ad vised that she i.q willing te testify 

:^WTs 



t-h.t 


i mr f m fh a shaus ^n'd an f 


fer the United 



Government . 

t +*\ 

advised that MRS. 
Califernia had als 



er 


:urned,accerding te CORA WEISS* 

MRS. that all infermatien knewn te her 

has als# been furnished te her Casualty Assistance Officer, 
Cemmender B OTT at the United States Navy Training Center, 
Orlande, Fie rids. 



3C? KEV. 3 ! 7.69] 


FEDERAL bureau of investigation 


Uote 


7/14/70 


lieutenant ciw*n4tr MELVIN BOTT, Dir«cUr ml 
Military Persennel and Ceerdlnater, Casualty Assistance Calls 
Pregram, United States Navy Training Center, Orlande, Flerida 
advised that centacts by the COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH 
FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM with the 
f sallies ef United States Navy personnel whs are prissners ef 
war in Nerth Vietn« are immediately furnished te the lecal 
effice which sends the infermatien te the Chief ef the Bureau 
ef Naval Persennel in Washing ten, DC and Captain WEBSTER is 
the peraen in autherity te release infermatien abeut these 
matters* 


o, 7/1/70 01 ORLANdO, FLORIDA 
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shot tfora ii Laos 

8b« said that aha has sot hoard froo hor 

fpAi inv loorcd that would lndloata hla condition . 

Hrs.fl^HJsald that tha Forth Tiotaasoso Govern* 
MBt denies any unlHga of pilots who have boas shot down 
in 


ft* said that sha has received no correspondence 
trow tha Cosslttee of Liaison With Fast lias of Service San 
Datalnad in forth Tiatnas. 


She ladlcatad that aha had received a lot tar fros 
tha united St at as Air Forca datad /ana 0 t 1970 , which 
ladlcatad that ona Beverend RHAXHZ had advised representatives 
of tha Air Forca that tha only nail that would ba racaivad 
by prisonars In Forth Tiatnas was that dlractad through 


tha Cosslttaa of Liaison With Fasllias of Sarvica Han Detained 
in Forth Vista an. / „ 

b^ 




Hrs. 


said that In aarly July, 1970, sha had 
sent a lattar to ~5er~ husband through tha Gossittee of Liaison 
With Fasllias of Farvlca Han Datalnad in Forth Tiatnas. Sha 
point ad out that sha continually attaspts to correspond atth 
har husband by sanding a nusbsr of Isttsrs through various 
channels, in tha hopes that ona of then will reach har husband. 
Sha explained by saying sha has sent several letters through 
various sources in tha Asarlcan Fed Cross both in the United 
States and South Bast Aslan Countries. She said that har 
letter fc aarly Judy, 1970, sent through the Coauaittae of Lldson 
With Fasllias of Sarvica Han Detained in Forth Tietnan was 
the first ona sha had sent through that cosjalttea, and she 
has received no response,. 



said that sh# did sot know tha names of 
anyone who had rtlRTtd corraspondanca fros the Cisslttaa of 
Llason With Fasllias of Service len Detained in Forth Tiatnas, 
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but indicated that if anyona kn«* tha ldantitlaa of parsons 
Having racalva^such corraspondanca that it would ba Mrs 

Florida. 
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, 197Q 


Florida, for ala 


n>.4f*i4 ■+ 



Bar husband , 

taa A 4 r Tnr/'at 


✓ 

pilot in the 


action in Forth Vietnam thraa yaara ago. She had received 
abaolutaly no information about him, and in Dacaabar, 

1969, ona of har fr lands who also has a husband sissing 
in Forth Vietnam, told har sha nay ba abla to contact 
bar husband by writing to KTHKL TAYLOR, ljA^^Aford Wav, 
Philadalphia, Pennsylvania, 19151. |rs. does pic* 

not racall who gave!’ har TAYLOS's addrass^T^Tfba frequently 
talks with savaral mother women who have husbands slsslng. 




l 


Lt' 


Sha sant a lattar to ETHEL TAYLOB, and received 
a reply within a few days. This reply indicated that 
soma kind of liaison group was being organised for the 
purpose of establishing a line of communication between 
Forth Vietnamese prisoners and their families in the 0.S. 
The lattar Indicated the group would be dependant upon 

is and contributions for financial backing. Mrs. 
'subsequently received a lattar from the Committee 
son Tith Families of Servicemen Detained In Forth 
Vietnam (COL IF AM) . The first lattar sha received was 
an Information Sheet, setting forth the alas and purposes 
of COL IF AM. She has since received other letters from 
COL IF AM headquarters at 365 Test 42nd Street, Few York, 
F.Y. 


me itiii 

donations 




Mrs. ^^■■■fstated that in her first inquiry 
of COL IF AM regaruxngner husband, she was advls^^^^; 
they ha^jjmceived no Communication# from Hr. flUV 
Frs.^^^^HH then directed a letter to her huVBfficf^Through 
COLin^^Poup, which letter was apparently received by 
her husband, as she received a letter from him about 2j 
weeks ago. His letter was only about six (6) lines 
long, and was very general in content; however, she feels 
certain it was his handwriting and wording in the 
letter. His letter was among other letters and propaganda 
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which was brought to Canada by the wife of JXRRY RUB nr about 
throw |3) vteki ago, which Incident caused a great deal 
of publicity and press rnenrmt 


h'* 


if! 





: fe.yv 

* " A • ~ 


r 



Krt.^|Bmhal never received any type of 
Coeaunlst propaganda or any direct solicitation of 
funds free COL IT AM or any other organisation as a result 
of her contact with COL IT AM. She said at first, she was 
extremely hostile and opposed to having any more contact 
with COL IT AM; however, since she knows of no other 
avenue of coaoaunication with her husband, she feels she 
will use of COL IF AM. She said she will absolutely not 
donate or contribute any soney or other valuables to 
COL IT AM , as she feels COLIFAM is either an arm of, or a 
tool of the Communists. She repeatedly stated that even 
knowing this, she feels using this group to communicate 
with her husband is the only way she has to contact him, 
and it is better than not having any contact with him. 

Mrs. never met any of the organizers 

or commit teemer^o^uOLlFAM. She has talked to other 

women who have called COLIFAM headquarters in New York, and 

they apparently have some type of filing system handy 

to the switchboard on all persons using COLIFAM, since 

whenever you call in, they have your file Immediately 

available. , 

Ln. *- 
f ' 

said she does not know of anyone 
Florida area who has been In 

s heard that 
Floridahas 
Mrs. IBB knows 

the names of other persons who have correspoH^Tiith 
COLIFAM. 


Mrs. 

else in the Sar 








}o 


fD 30 ? (REV. 3 - 17 - 69 ) 


% 


> 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dm. S«pt—h*r 4 , 1^7f> 








l 


Krs. - 

fhf fg tiiB tTfl^S 
Wnlted ItttM Vary , vKo Is 

h Yletman. 8b* advised ah* had 

I not received any contact fro* bar husband in suits sons 
tins. 

* f tsT/** 

llrs * VHHHixSvissd that shs had only had llnltsd 

contact with tns committee of Liaison With Families of 

Serviceman Detained in Worth Vietnam through form letters 

ft ftH fllKm "Shi M tit eir% neesAMn W ^ a— , a. A. __ j ^ .a. «. _ . _ ... 

MW ^svus x wulmvl vun me group, 

era. advised that she did not feel she 

had any information of value concerning this group. She 
said that she did not in any say, eon don# thift ASgt ri yi f j 

on 

but she did not care to mak? any further statement or 
furnish Information in order to preclude possibly Jeopardizing 
any future contacts sith her husband. 
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Omaha , Nebraska 
September 3, 1970 


COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES 
OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH 
VIETNAM (COLIFAM) 


I 


On July 20, 1970, Lt. Col. Earl J. Clark, Region 
Commander, 113th Military Intelligence Group, Omaha, Nebraska, 
advised he has received no information c oncerning the cap- j 
tioned organization. Clark advised thatfl^fe^B^HflHHHIK 
Special Agent of the 113th Military Inten^CTc^^rou]^THi^TWe 
father of a prisoner of war and may have some information. 


On July 20, 1970, Col. Robert B. Riddle, Office 
of Special Investigations, Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska, 
advised he had no information concerning captioned organization. 

' On July 1970, MissVlHHH^Bl^^Bl 
, "Omaha World-Hear Id", an Omaha diTTyneTOpape^adv^se^she 
! could locate no information concerning the captioned organization 
! an <*> therefore, was sure the "Omaha World-Hear Id" had never 

printed an article concerning COLIFAM. 

On July 22, 1970, 

Omaha Office of Naval Invest' _ 

he had no knowledge of the captioned organization. 









Thi Q Hrt^nmont rAnf no nnl thae t»A^AmMAn_ 

* v»WM«uv »» v VW u VWA uu UCA bll^A A Ct/WUUilC 11 ” 

datiorus nor conclusions of the FBI. It 
is the property of the FBI and is loaned 
of your agency; it and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside your agency. 

* D T tUUP T 

E x c lud ed fr o m A utomatic 
Downgrading -end Declassifica tion 


CLOSURE 


/ / 


/ 



<«v. 4 - 15 - 44 ) 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 










ucyj - t 


OM 100-7680 
2 






-«*■ ■* 


C 



Rartb Vlotnu, 365 VMt 42nd Street, See York, See York, 
telephone number 212-765-1490**, dated Jamiarx^l970, which Lz** 
was entitled "Information Sheet", lire . ^HH[ said this ^ 
"letter" contained background on the OOLfflBnRa contained 
instructions on how to use the 00 LI? AM to Correspond with 
POWs in Worth Vietnam, along with a supply of blank forms 
to be used for sending messages to the POWs, via Moscow, 

USSR, by the OOLIFAM. 

Is* ** 

Mrs stated that after consulting with 

Commander JDHNOLl^R/ United States Navy Reserve Center, 

Des Moines, Iowa, she decided to use the OOLIFAM as a means 
of correspontfcig with her captured son. 

£i:0l^\l<X #*• addition to the December letter from 

| her son, which was forwarded to her from California, she 
I received a letter in April and a letter in June from her son 
; via the C0LIFAM. 

Mrs . stated she has sent approximately 

six letters to he^son via the OOLIFAM and a six-pound gift package 
in February, April and June, and that her son acknowledged in 
his ^Une letter that he had received the February package. 



Mrs noted that the letter she received 
from her son in April had been forwarded to her by OOLIFAM 
in an envelope postmarked at New York City, Mew York, under 
date of April 20, 1970, which envelope also contained a letter 
on OOLIFAM stationery under date of April 20, 1970, which 
letter appeared to be a form letter advising that Reverend 
RICHAQ^^FERNANDEZ, a member of the Committee of Liaison, 
returned on that date from a two-'wAek trip to Laos and North 
Vietna m and had brought back the enclosed letter along with 
201 other letters from prisons being held in North Viet nam . 

8he noted that this letter was signed by STEVEN X. HALLIWELL. 

Mrs further noted that under date of May 4, 
1970, she recefve!^orrespondence from OOLIFAM which was on 
OOLIFAM letterhead paper and in memorandum form which was from 
"Reverend RICHARD FERNANDEZ " , to: "The Families of the 335 

Presently Confirmed Prisoners Held in North Vietnam", re" 
"Information on Correspondence with Prisoners". 


3 
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Mrs .■■■■^recall s that this correspondence 
from Reverend Fernandez: indicated he had been on a three 
week trip to Laos and North Vietnam and had spoke with 


4 ~ 4 a 4 ! 
Oil AM 


pOuS ib 1© fur CummUtiiCwi iuu 


t w@n C&ptUreu 
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United States pilots held in detention there and their 
families in the United States . 

\n*- 

advised that she had received a hand- 
written note under sate of May 15, 1970, on 00LIFAM letterhead 
stationery which appeared to have been written and signed by 
BARBARA WEBSTER of this committee, whicl^^ated that this 
committee had received her letter fora^^H^on April 27, 1970, 
and sent it on to North Vietnam with Ingroup that had left 
that week for a visit there. Lst** 

Mrs vised that she has received two 

additional letters signed by BARBARA WASTER of 0DLIFAM, 

Ann .. J a 4-n JP 1>l 1 O'tA J .V ^ _ W^l J J.U tfV\» . — 1 „ J _ ft 

uucr uuuci u.n ic ux uuuc jt± , xu t u | waicu OJ7CQ7U wx ui ucar jricuu ; ' 

and mentioned that this committee was glad/to send the enclosed 
letter from North Vietnam, along with 142^ others that was brought 
to this country by JEAlKt»Alf)MB0N, NANCS^RUBIN, and JUDY 
^LAVER, (all) **anti-war activists” who spent two weeks in 
North Vief-nam . She 8 a id this letter also made mention of the 
fact that these letters had been delayed because all the 
eiaterial these individuals brought back with them had been 
confiscated by the Canadian customs authorities upon their 
arrival in Montreal. Canada. 




Mrs . 

indicated that another 
the end of that month. 



e June 14, 1970, letter further 
rtgoing to North Vietnam at 



noted tha^j^^^me in June, 1970, she 
had sent three lAltArs to her soi^HHHto COLIFAM in New York 
City, along with a note asking if^H^Tetters would count as 
individual letters or^^^^Las one of th^Mi^mus from 
herself, one was from^J^^^^^^^Lfriend |^HH| and the 
third from his brothea^^H|^QmH[H Sh^state^tnat under date 
of July 1, 1970, she receive^i^brTef ^-typewritten note on 
OOLIFAM letterhead stationery and signed by BARBARA WEBS^TBR 




<1V** 




) 


which noted that normally they woui^?robably have returned 
two of the letters addressed to^^HK because it was Important 
for families to follow the Kortl^TTetaamese request that only 
one letter be sent per month. She said WEBSTKR noted, however, 
that the group that had planned to go to North Vietnam about 
the end of June had been postponed until August or September 
and therefore the letterswould count ss for the June, July, 
and August letters L?lc~ 

** Mrs . «HH|^^noted that she has kept all correspondence 

received from tn^above -mentioned committee and has copied all 
of her son's letters and sent copies to the Pentagon in 
Washington, D.C. She further noted that she would make a 
Xerox copy of all correspondence received from COLIFAM and would 
make these copies available to the interviewing Agent on or 
about July 20, 1970. . 

Mrs . noted that her sgji^^^^^addrei 

letters to herself ana his 
Jowa , and her eldest son, 

She noted, however, that 
any correspondence from 00 L IF AM . 



Mrs. 8 be has had no personal 

contact either Tn^erson or by telephone from any individual 
connected with 00LIFAM and further noted that she abhors any 
publicity relating to her son being held a prisoner in North 
Yietnam, and observed she feels this is strictly a personal 
matter and believes it is wrong for families of POWs to use 
their loved ones as a publicity gimmick. She further noted 
that local Des Moines news media, particularly the Des Moines 
"Register - Tribune", a daily metropolitan newspaper, have 
approached her on numerous occasions in an attempt to inter- 
view her regarding her son's status as a prisoner of war in 
North Yietnam. She has refused to make any press release 
concerning her son's situation. 

She further noted she was suspicious of OOLIFAM 
from the very beginning as she felt it might be some "gimmick" 
on the part of the Communist Party but stated;; that after 
much Jsoul searching she decided to use its services a6 she 
so desparately wanted to correspond with her son. 
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Mrs she has not had any contact with 

any other families of servicemen mho are being held prisoner 
in North Vietnam as she felt that to do so might result in 
publicity as she recalls reading several press releases in 
the Des Koines, Iowa, area regarding at least eight or nine 
other families from the ®tate of Iowa who have sons that are 
being held in North Vietnam. She stated she does not know the 
identities of these families. 
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2 Mrs. 

Iowa, made available xne attacnea Xerox copies of correspondence 
she has received from the^ Comm it tee of Liaison with Families of 
Servicemen Detained in north Vietnam, 365 Vest 42nd Street, 

Hew York, Hew York. 

Krs advised that she will maintain the 
original copies of this correspondence in a safe .fend secure 
place and Is willing to furnish the original to the United 8tates 
Government in the event it is needed so long as it does not 
o necessitate her appearing in a court of law or which would 
^resul t in p ublicity with rewnect to herself or her son, 

who is being held a 

ietnam. 

I* 



On, 


ky 


7/20/70 





Iowa 

lf7<^ 
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INFORMATION SHEET 


Background 


In the course of the Vietnam war, links have hem 
built between the people of Vietnam and Americano 
who oppose the war through numerous meetings and 
conferences* Those meetings have taken place in 
Europe, Canada, Cuba and Southeast Asia and have 
included people from both the Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam (North Vietnam) and the National Libera- 
tion Front of SouthVietnam (now part of the Provi- 
sional Revolutionary Government), 


Trud» Young In these meetings the Vietnamese have always stressed 

* ,uff | a distinction between the U.S. government, whom they 

' * hold responsible for the policy of war, and the U.S* 

people, whom they believe still value the goals upon which this country 
Was founded— independence, justice, freedom and equality. This same 
distinction is evident to those Americans who have visited North Vietnam 
and found that even though the nation is armed to defend itself, the 
people are encouraged by their government to believe that the American 
people are basically decent and humane* 

It is therefore understandable that the Vietnamese should indicate their 
. basic confidence in the American people through the peace movement which 
they believe embodies American ideals, rather than the government. And 
'in the past, the Vietnamese have asked the peace movement to receive 
U.S. sex*vicemen— primarily pilots whose planes were shot down — *whcn the 
North Vietnamese government has decided to release them* On three 
separate occasions — February 1968, July 1968 and July 1969 — the peace 
movement has gone to Hanoi and returned with released servicemen; on 
one occasion an American peace activist went. to Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
to receive three released NLF captives* 

In addition, Americans visiting Hanoi have frequently carried letters 
there at the request of families, and have brought back letters from 
servicemen. There have also been occasions when American peace activists' 
have met prisoners and talked with them* 



^-^ unctions of the Committee 

A Committee of Liaison has now been established as an extension of 
these past efforts at the request of the North Vietnamese* As on past 
occasions, the peace movement is responding to a request by the Vietna- 
mese to meet a specific, immediate need and is not in any sense repre- 
senting the government of North Vietnam. 

The Committee will seek to facilitate communication between families in 
the U.S. and servicemen now imprisoned in North Vietnam. Basically, tho 
Committee will receive letters from servicemen and forward them through 
the domestic mailc f thereby decreasing, we hope, past problems in the 
[ *ceipt of such mail. We will also forward letters to North Vietnam at 
the request of relatives. Families are of course still free to send 
letters and parcels directly but should note that the instructions on 
mailing previously issued by the State Department are wrong* The correct 
address is: 

name of serviceman 

serial number 

Camp of Detention of U.S- Pilots 
Captured in the D.R.V. 

Hanoi, Democratic Republic of Vietnam r ! 

Via Moscow . U *S . S ,R * J 


■I • 


In edditicr.j it 1 o puasibio that the Victnameflo w< l 1 Ho **. 


\ 

f * OM 100-7500 

i. • 7 

INFOEMATIOH SHEET - pacjo 2 • 

k ‘.- 

- requests for information about servicemen frorrf families v;ho oro 
uncertain if their relatives aro being held in North Vietnam. Re- 
quests should be submitted to tho Committee , but there is no cortainty 
when and if tho North Vietnamese will be able to respond# Tho Committee 
will of courso transmit immediately any information that it receives 
to tho family. 

Clarification 

Two clarifications are in order: first, it should be noted that the 
Committee will be dealing scloly with the government of North Vietnam 
end will not have any information on men held in South Vietnam by the 
Provisional Revolutionary Government. Nor will we be able to provide 
■ ^information at this time concerning men hold in Laos or any other Souths 
east Asian country where U.S. troops and aircraft are presently involved 
in combat missions. 




Scconily,the Committee will function entirely apart from the U.S. govern** 
ment. The U^S. government has frequently made it more difficult for tho 
Vietnamese to be open to the concerns of American families by using tho 
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further attempted to provoko an angry reeponso from the Vietnamese by 


publicizing unsubstantiated and inflammatory testimony from fliers al- 
ready released: apparently , the government has decided to jeopardize 
existing communications and the possibility of future releases for the 


cake of propaganda aimed at * prolonging the war. The North Vietna- 


mese are also very aware that tho U.S. government's claims of humani- 


tarian concerns are contradicted by tho well-documented policy of tor- 
ture and brutality practiced on prisoner o taker, in tho Couth by U.S. 
>nd Saigon troops* 


In addition to all those factors, there is tho simple fact that tho 
v' resolution of tho fato of all the servicemen now hold in North Vietnam 
waits ultimately upon a U.S. decision to end the war and withdrew all 
its forces and matoriol* , 

r » # % 

Who Me Arc 

We firmly believe that the safe return of these men and the half 
million others that the U.S. maintains in South Vietnam, Laos, Thailand 
and aboard naval vessel c--who can also be viewed as prisoners, prisoners 
of their own government since many have been sent to fight in o war 
against tho dictates of their own conscience— can only come with a de- 
cision on the part of the U-S. government to withdrew from Vietnam. 
Because of this conviction, wo who are serving on this Committee will 
- continue our efforts to creeto popular pressure strong enough to forco 
tho government to withdraw. * , 


We arc active in a variety of organizations committed to ending the 
war; American Friends Service Conmittoo, the New Mobilization Commit teo 
to End the War in Vietnam, Clergy and Laymen Concerned about Vietnam, 
Women Strike for Peace, Tho Conspiracy, and Women Against Daddy VJar- 
bucl>s* The Committee is supported by donations from individuals and 
organizations, and wolcomos any gifts to sustain its work* ^ 
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^taaurrssor iccmen Detained in North Vietnam 
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:able adoress. 

COLIA^A* 

P*v« Palling •* 

C*r«W«L>t 

Trto*ur*M 
Mr*. ***• 

[ * * 

! 

(linmiHQ* ^ 

Rlcbard i. Gofn«t» 

R«nnU 5><» vlf 
Modtlift* D«ckl*i 
p f0 |. RU^ot^ 

’’ R«v. Rlcfcord 
Norman Frv<hl«* 

•Moggt* Gctidfl ’ 

$t*v* HalliwoM 

Ptol. PanaU Ka^*h 
. $l«war! Moacitar" 

! p f0 l. Boo Soitiman 
Ptof* Fran* S<*»»<**"* 
Eth«l Toyl©» 

•Bortora WabiUf 
Tr*U Yewng 

# tf*W 
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Rev. " turned* tod o y from a 

Committee of and North Vletnom^., 

two-week trip to £°° o 3 3cd lottor oxonc «un 

201° other b° ffo™* prl B ° nero bcln B .eld 

North Vietnam . * 8 i cnC thy 

Wh tie there , Rc v . Fc rno ^ edr ^ Rg° r t 

interview with thv*^ ^ ; and W. © 

Schweitzer, Cdr. w ^ ^ °^^ 3 %hoold 

Ed in on Mill °f,tu 0 «ittcu that t-miiic air- ' 

Vlotnamcoo outhoii the cnOiO-ca « 

write letter.. »<£*-'£> therefore oondlnj 
letter forma. °hin time ond wUl s 
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Steven B« rfelliwo-* 
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Modolino Duckies 
Prof. RicKofd Folk 
Rev, RicKord Fernando! 


(212) 7650490 
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Nertnon Fruchtcr 

. a) 


Goalie* 


Sieve Hoiltwoll 1 
Prof, Oonold KoluH 

2) 


Slpwor) Meockom 
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Prefv Boo ScitimoR 
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Prof, From Schurmonn 

3) 

EtKol Taylor * 


'Barbara Webtttr 
TrudJ Yeung 



From: Rev. Richard Fernandez 

To; The families of the 335 presently confirmed 
prisoners held in North Vietnam 

r>. . v r . mw. n *-4 am am a MWY'fi q nftnH Pnr P W J > th DT iB OHG TS 

lit ; Xujt ui ilia tiuu wii vui * «- u pwnw - ..w, ■ - — *- - — - - •- — - 

On April 20th I returned from a threc-woek trip to 
Laos and North Vietnam. In North Vietnam I spoke 
with officials responsible for communication between 
pilots held in detention there and their families 
here. The following information was emphasized to 
me by the North Vietnamese authoritieo and we are 
anxious to make aure that you are aware of it: 

The Vietnamese recommend that families use the 
air-letter form (enclosed) for correspondence. 


»toff 




want to write* 


matters of family and health. 

Pilots are allowed to receive one letter per 
month end one package every other month (not; 
over six pounds in weight). 

Detention CanP authorities have said thot they do not 
wish to receive several letters and/or packages per 
month for a given pilot from different members of the 
came family* Families should make arrangements for 
alternating letters each month if different members 


L; 


The North Vietnamese authorities indicated that, from this point 
forward, they will not feel responsible for forwarding letters and 
packages that do not edher to the above. 

If the letter form is mailed directly it can go In another envelope 
but the mail route, "vis Moscow, U.S.S.R.," should definitely be in- 
cluded in the address* If letters are sent to the Committee of Llais 

^ A M Z 1 A Ml.l A 4 HI* A T A A. PI A AMA 1 AnA ’►*!,♦* ^ A M A t" A T f ( V B V P m r\ A Off 111 n P o n fl 1 P t". t 
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on in packets. The Committee - cannot i orw a rd packages for families, 

- t 

While I wo s in Hanoi, Prof. jDouglao Dbvr! of Cornell University and I 
met with three pilots: Cdr. Robert Schweitzer of Lcmoore, California; 
Cdr. Walter Wilbur of Virginia Beach and Lt. Col. Edison Miller of 
Santa Ana, California. The three men were in good health, and said 
they had daily exercise end breeding material. The three pilots ad- 
vised us that they had been [getting letters end packages from their 
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families, and oalccd that packages inoludo toilet artlclcB 
food 3 .' In particular they mentioned soap, shaving -:om 
or blades), toothpaste, powdered milk and cream, instant 
non-melting candy. They aald they do not need olotheu. 


ond canned 
(no razoro 
coffee and 


*lso, in my dlacuoslonn with the Vietnam Committee of Solidarity 
with the American People, the Commltteo of Liaison s c n been 

Vietnam, we oonfirmed chat since December over 900 lettcro ho ^: 6 b ecn 
eent from Hanoi through the Committee of Liaison. Of those, I5t> 
letters are still on their way from Hanoi to famlliea here. 

We hope that this information clarifies some sspeote < of 
for you. If you have any further questions please do not hesitate 

to oontsot us. 1 


. t 
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CABLE ADDRESS: 
C 01 UFAM 


( 212 ) 765*1490 
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Prof* RicKord Folk 
Rev* Richord Fornondot 
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) Prof. Boo Soitzmon 
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El ho I Taylor 
‘Gorbora Wobitor 
Trudl Yoong 
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Committed v 

1 Rickard J. BarnoM 
Rennio Dovi* 

Madeline DwcVlet 
k . Prof. Rickard Folk 

Rev. Rlckord Fotnondoi 
Mormon Fruektor 
*Mqggit Goddes 
Si ova Holltwoli 
Piet. Donoid Koiith 
Stewart Mcoekom 
> Prof. Boo Soilimon 
Prof. From Sckvrmonn 
Eih*l Taylor 

‘Barbara Wab*f#r 


^Ttudi Yoirn^ 


Dear friend: 

Wo are very to send y° u the encl0Bed 

letter from North Vietnam. It, alone 
with 142 others, was brought to this 
country by Jean Palomdon, Nancy Rubin 
8nd Judy Clavcr — anti-war activists 
who spent two weeks in North Vietnam* 

The letters were slightly delayed in 
retting here because all the material 
they brought bock with them, including 
the letters, was confiscated by the 
Canadian Customs upon their arrival in 
Montreal. This was totally unexpected 
and unprecedented; but they generated 
. .enough preooure eo that everything was 
returned to them. 

There will be another group going to 
worth Vietnam at the end of this month. 
If you wouid like them to take o letter 
from you j pleaco send it to us in the 
next week or eo. • 


* i < \ 

. ,i i i.i . «' 


■ .Sincerely, 

8oA&AA. i/J&JystiA. 

■ Barbara Webster 
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Vietnam 


365 W, it 42 nd Str„t, N,w York, N.Y. 10036 
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( 212 ) 765*1490 
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Normally we probably would have returned two 
of the letters addressed to your son*becauce^ 
we think it is important for families^ to follow 
the North Vietnamese 1 request that on iy one 
letter be sent per month. However, the group 
that wao going to go to North Vietnam about 
now is being postponed until August or September, 
So we will send ail three of your letters and 
figure they will be counted as the June, July 
end August letters. If that’s not OK with you, 


CABLE ADDRESS: 

COLIAF A“ 

Ca*chai»mo«; 

Dov« DtUiflftr 
Cote Wilii 

Trcoiwrar: 

Mr*. Ann* B*ww#H 

CtmmiUco 

Richard J. BornoU 
Rennie DoW* 

Merfciino Dvcldak 
Prof. Richard Folk 
R«*. Richard F*rnond*i 
Narmon FrachUr 
*Moggle Gedda* 

Slav* Kolliwell 
Prof. Donald Kalifch 
Stcyrort Meochom 
Prat B*o SoiUmon 
Prof. Fran* Scbvrmann 
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" Barbara Wabtlar 
Tryol Yoyig 
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ple 866 US, 



Sincerely, 
Barbara Webster 
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federal bureau of investigation 


*1 c* Date August 4, 1970 
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isaid bis son, 

enlisted in the U. S. Navy in 196.1 , suDsequently graduated 
as a fighter pilot, and^tas assigned to the Viet Nam Theater 
of operations. On May^H 1967, his son was shot down over 
Hanoi, North Vietnam anc^aken prisoner. He was informed of 
this by the U. S. Navy on May 21, 1967. 

Continuing, ^HH^fsal^ he and his wife, 
received a letter from tnei^son in November 1967, sei 
them by CAROL McELDOWNEY, 11116 Greenview, Cleveland, Ohio, 
who had shortly before returned from a trip to Hanoi, North 
Vietnam, as a representative of some peace group or another. 
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In December 1967, they received another letter 
son, mai 
North Vietnam stamp 


from their son, maiiea airec^iy zrom iforxn Vietnam, Dearing a 


■ 
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In April 1968, they received a letter from their 
son, written in February 1968, by way of an anonymous party, 
postmark unrecalled. 

In July or August 1968, they got another letter 
written in July of that year, which letter was brought back 

a representative of the American 


by one or. 


JWm ULdJUti 



Friends Service Committee, Inc., 160 North 15th Street, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

In October 1968, another letter was received, written 
in September of that year, which letter was forwarded to them 
by M. F. DO NASCIMENTO BRITO, Rio De janerio, Brazil, a 
Newspaper reporter wh^ha^^gparently been visiting in the 
hanoi area. Neither jHHHHjnor his wife had any prior contact 
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The next letter free their son 
sail, written oy his January 31, 1969, and 
1969, from North Vietnam via East Germany. 


via direct 
eived in June 


The next letter, written larch 25, 1970, was re- 
ceived in April 1970, from CORA VEISS, representing the 
Committee of Liaison with Families of Servicemen Detained 
in North Vietnam (COLXFAX) , as was the last letter from t heir 
sen to date, received in May 1970. £ ^ 

V^|H|^Bsaid that after being informed of their 
son's capture, tney were instructed by the U. S. Navy how 
to correspond with their son, form to use and other such 
iastmctioM. Be said he and his wife invariably followed 
tl-aae ins tractions, and they also advised the Navy of the 
receipt of each letter from their son with as much background 
information as possible as t^h^^i^came* They sent the Navy 
copies of all ccrrespondencfl^^HHH|and his wife ever re- 
ceived and maintained a clos^THTson with liaison authorities 
in the Navy Department in connection with each contact. 



made available copies of five pieces of 
correspcndNir5*“ two letters from C0LIFAM, two letters from 
the Uo S. N4 ?v one letter from the American Frienos 

Service Committee, Inc. . fLc> 



said he and his wife have been Averaging 
about one letter per month to their son, each mailed on the 
form letter furnished under the instructions of the U. S. 
Ma/vy. He said they did send one letter to their son in 
March 1970 through C0LIFAM organisation, which letter was 
mailed to CORA VEISS, COLIFAM, 365 Vest 42nd Street, New 
York, New York. They knew this letter was received by tbelr 
son inasmuch ns he referred to m specific school reunion in 
a subsequent letter in answer to a remark made in the letter 
bandied by COLIFAM. 



said he and his wife would mot hesitate to 
maxe available to the proper authorities la connection with 
this investigation, any or all of the correspondence involved 
since their son has been n prisoner. 



mid they are declining to t< 
time in this matter, particularly in view of Mr 
position as a Military intelligence Agent, but 
doing so following their son's release and return to the 
United States. 
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then furnished Xerox copies of the 
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Le nor -fcis 
COLT*** 


Department of Navy letter dated January 
7. 1970; 

i'^o&rtment of Navy letter dated January 

21 , 1970; 

Letter dated January 20, 1970, signed by 
EK-&R G. FREDRICKSON for the American 
Friends Service Committee, Inc., 160 
N : r . h 15th Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; 
letter dated May 4, 1970, unsigned, from 
C^.x.lFAlf, New York, New York; 
loiter dat ed May 11, 1970, signed by CORA 
YttiS. representing COLIFAM. 



d that other than the above, neither 

© has x.ad any contact with representatives 
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Dear Navy Wives and Parents i 

Considerable publioity has been associated with the visit of Mrs. Cora 
Weiss and three of her companions from the Women's Strike for Peace 
group to North Vietnam. I would like to take this opportunity to bring 
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Mrs. Weiss and her group took to North Vietnam approximately 150 letters 
from next of kin which were intended for delivery to our captured/ 
missing personnel. After delivering thle mail to North Vietnamese 
authorities , Mrs. Weiss states she was informed that the individuals 
to whom five pieces of mail were addressed had died in their parachutes 
or as a result of injuries. There were two Navy personnel reportedly 
listed in this group of five and the appropriate next of kin have been 
notified. This information is unverified and its reliability is not 
known. Therefore^ we anticipate no status change in these two cases on 
the basis of the presently available information. 




When Mrs. Weiss and her companions returned to the United States, they 
reportedly urougnt oaoj c witn tnem xettors wrxvwou w wuw uoau v* 
kin of approximately 1.32 prisoners. Of these 132 reported letter writers, 
55 are Navy personnel. All 55 are presently carried in a prisoner of 
war status. Although no letters were received through Mrs. Weiss from 
Navy personnel who are presently carried in a missing in action status, 
it is encouraging to note that approximately twenty Navy personnel were 
allowed "to correspond for the first time. With this rather large 
increase in correspondence I request your patienoe and understanding 
foT what will probably be a somewhat longer time span for processing 
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this a vital program and appreciate your continued cooperation. 



Mrs. Weiss indicated in a press conference which she held on 23 December 
that the North Vietnamese mailing policy will be less restrictive in 
the future, providing for one letter per month and one package every 
other month. Although this figure is still well below that required by 
the Geneva Conventions, it does constitute an improvement over the 
previous policy. 

In view of the above, we presently anticipate a package mailing program 
to North Vietnam in February. Detailed instructions will be promulgated 
at a later date but you can anticipate that they will be very similar 
to those utilised at Christmas time. For your information X am 
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enclosing a copy of the significant portions of a series of instructions 
for mailing packages which were Included with many of the letters 
received from North Vietnam last month. You will note that they are 
generally in consonance with those suggestions which I furnished in my 
letter of 13 October 1969. Please note, however, that cigarettes are 
specifically forbidden in the North Vietnamese instructions. 

Mail should continue to be eent to the addressee previously provided. 
There hae been some publicity that the phrase "Via Moscow" must be 
included under the mailing address, but our postal authorities indicate 
that this is unnecessary. Address the letters aa you have previously 
and the postal department will take care of routing procedures. 

For your information, eight Navy personnel broadcast Christmas messages 
over Radio Hanoi; The appropriate next of kin have been provided a 
copy. Tape recordings of the broadcast will be forwarded to the next 
of kin aa soon as they are available. 

North Vietnamese officials in Paris recently Indicated again that the 
full' list of names of American prisoners would eventually be communicated 
their families, but not through official government channels. In line 
with this policy they said that the list of 132 names brought back from 
Hanoi by Mrs. Weiss and another list of names released earlier In the 
United States by another American peace group (presumably referring to 
Mr. David Dellinger), were "offioial". 

As I indicated in my letter of 31 October, we do not endorse these 
procedures, but will do nothing to impede the flow of Information as 
this would only deny to you important news concerning your loved ones. 
Since it appears that the North Vietnamese will continue to utilize 
these indirect methods, I again request your assistance in keeping us 
advised of any Information you reoeive which may not have been made 
available to us. lour oooperatlon la this matter is greatly appreciated. 

e%M ^ * i u 

CjLj^ 

CHARLES K. DUNCAN * i 

Vloe Admiral, DSN 
Chief of Naval Personnal 
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In order to help packages arrive feet and in perfeot condition - no 
breakage or spoiling due to transportation or weather » you should follow 

these procedures t 

1. Everyone is allowed to receive only one package not exceeding 3 Kg. 
(approximately 6 Iba# 6 oz9*)» 

2. Following itoms ore allowed! Dried food stuff, tonics in pill, 
tablets or capsules, tobacco together with pipes (no cigarettes). 
Personal articles: Soap, toothbrush, toothpaste, handkerchiefs, wash 
towels, underwear, scarf, pullovers, gloves and socks. 

3. Food and medicine stuffs «ust be paoked in hermetic and solid 

containers. Tonios must be paoked in original containers from manu- 
facturers. Attention: above prooedure# s hould be strlotly followed 
otherwise package will not reach. j , 
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Dear Navy Wives and Parents t t 

/ 

In the absence of Vice Admiral Duncan, I am taking this opportunity to 
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Thursday, 15 January 1970, Mrs. Cora Wolss and other anti-war leaders, 
including David Dellinger and R r nnard Davis, held a press conference in 
Chicago. At this meeting they announced that a number of letters from 
American prisoners In North Vietnam were being forwarded to them and 
that the letters would be mailed to the next or kin as soon as they were 
received. Subsequent information indicates that the letters were plaoed 
in the United States postal system on Saturday, 17 January 1970. 


The list of letter writers provided at the press conference included the 
names of twenty-two Naval officers, all of whom are presently carried 
in a prisoner of war status. Five of the twenty-two Navy officers are 
new writers, and the primary next of kin of these people have been 
advised. The names of all the letter writers were transmitted to the 
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next of kin. 


A lengthier list of namos also provided at the press conference was 
purported to be o partial listing of American personnel presently held 
by the. North Vietnamese. It was stressed that the list was not complete 
or comprehensive. Rather, with a few exceptions, it appoared to bo a 
compilation of earlier lists provided by tea. Weiss and David Dellinger. 
All the Navy personnel appearing on this list are presently carried in 
a POW status. For the information of next of kin. the Navy names 

w ^ 

appearing on this list are enolosed. 


/ 


The formation of a^hev group called the Committee of Liaieon with Families 
of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam was also announced. Mrs. Wolss 
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The formqr^indicated that Hanoi had agrood to send mall from Amorican 
prisoners of war to the committee and that the committee would thon forward 
the .letters to the persons to whom addressed. She also said that tho 
North Vietnamese had agreed to "reply to the extent possible" to inquiries 
rom families seeking to determine whether their relatives are prisoners* 
The address given for the committee offioe is 365 West 42nd Streot, New 
York, N. Y., 10017. It is suggested that mail to captured and missing 
personnel continue to be addressed aa Indicated in the MIA/POW Family 
TnfArmAtl An Hrnnhtira since those directions remain applicable ■ 
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Vice Admiral Duncan’s letters of 31 October 1969 and 7 January 1970 
have made clear our position concerning committees and organizations 
such as the one described above. The action of the North Vietnamese 



In dealing through such grouoa. rather than at an official government 

w w “■■■’■ o- r - r — ... ... — 

level, is an obvious propaganda ploy designed to promote the credibility 
of those who oppose the United States position in Vietnam. Such actions 
perpetrated at your expense on such an obviously humanitarian issue, 
speaks poorly of those involved, both North Vietnamese and Americans; 
However, as previously indicated, we will take no action which might 
impede the flow of information concerning your loved ones. We merely 
request your assistance in keeping us advised of any developments or . 
information which may not have been made available to us. 




The broadcast by Radio Moscow of statements attributed to United States 
: prisoners of war in North Vietnam on 19 January provided no new informa- 
Xtion. The messages were re-broadcasts of earlier holiday greetings which 
were first monitored over Radio Hanoi in December 1969 and subsequently 
| over Radio Havana. 

► 

On 1 December 1969, the House of Representatives passed H.R. 9485, a 
bill designed to remove the $10,000 limit on deposits to the Uniformed 
Service Savings Deposit Program for captured or missing personnel. The 
bill is now awaiting- Senate action. H.R. 9487, a bill to exclude from 
gross income for tax purposes the entire amount of compensation of 
members of the Armed Forces who are captured or missing during the Vietnam 
conflict, is still awaiting aotlon in the House of Representatives. 


We will continue to keep you informed of any developments concerning our 
captured and missing personnel* Please advise us of any assistance we 
may be able to provide. 





Sincerely, 



>■ 
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Navy namos providod at the 15 January 1970 preee conference purported 
to bo a partial list of Amerioan personnel held by North Vietnam 


Alvarez, Everett 
Anderson, Gareth 
Bell, James 
Black, Cole 
Butler, Philip 
Carey, David 
Carpenter, Allan 
Clover, Claude 
Coffee, Gerald 
Daigle, Glenn 
Davis, Edvard I 

Denton, Jeremiah 
Doremus , Robert 
Doss, Dale 
Fant, Robert 
Galanti, Paul 
Gartley, Markham j 

Glenn, Danny 
Haines, Collins i 

Hardman, William j 

Hutton, James 
Key, Wilson 1 

Lewis, Earl 1 

Mayhev, William 
McCain, John 
McSwain, George 
Mecleary, Read i 

Metznor, William j 

Miller , Edvin j 

Mobley, Joseph { 

\ 

i 

, * 

i 

\ 
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Mullen, Richard 
Mulligan, James 
Naughton, Robert 
Norrington, Giles 
Osborne, Dale 
Plumb, Joseph 
Ratslaff, Richard 
Rice, Char lee 
Rivers, Wendell 
Rollins, David 
Russell, Kay 
Schoeffel, Peter 
Schulz, Paul 
Schweitzer, Robert 
Shumaker, Robert 
Shuman, Edwin 
Spencer, Imrry 
Stackhouse, Char lea 
Stafford, Hugh 
Stier, Theodore 
Stockdale, James 
Stratton, Richard 
Tangeman, Richard 
Tanner, Charles 
Terry, Ross 
Tschudy, William 
Vohden, Raymond 
Wilber, Walter 
Williams, Levis 
Woods, Robert 
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Phono 215-663-9372 
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January 20, 1970 


Dear Friend, 

x 

I am happy to report that during ny visit to North Vietnam between 
December 26, 1969, and January 9, 1970, I was able to deliver to the 
representatives of the Vietry (Viet Nam Comittee for Solidarity with 
American People) about $00 letters that had boon forwardod on to no 
by you and othor family mentors of prisoners of war in North Viotnam. 

Immodiatoly prior to ny doparturo from North Vietnam I was given 69 
letters from 61* American prisoners of war, And In .keeping with the 
North: Vietnamese request these letters have been given to the 

\ 

Committee of Liaison 
with Families of Service 
men detained in North 
Vietnam 

36$ W. l*2nd Street 
New York, New York 




for transmittal to the individual addressees. Vfe at the American Friends 
Service Committee are pleased to have had a part in opening a channel 
for coimmnication between the prisoners and their families and hope that 
this will continue. 

You may be interested to know that during ay visit to North Vietnam I 
was able to deliver a second contribution of open heart surgical equip* 
ment to the Benh Vien Viet- Due Hospital in Hanoi -in keeping with a long- 
standing Quaker concern for civilian sufferers on both sides of a war. 


♦ 




Following ny doparturo from North Vietnam I travolod on to Qunng Nivl 
in South Viotnam to visit tho American Friends Sorvico Committoo (Qunkor) 
rehabilitation project for civilian casualties. *' 


I have asked ny colleagues in Philadelphia to mail this letter to you 
prior to ny return to the United States, so that you might know more prompt- 
ly that your letter has safely arrived in Hanoi and was given to the appro- 
priate North Vietnamese. Authorities with ay specific request that it be 
delivered to the individual addressee. 




fort Louis V. Schneider 
Roger 0* Fredrickson 
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with FamiliL-of Servicemen Defat 3d in North Vietnam 

365 W.jt 42nd Strati, N*w Ytcfc, N.Y. 10036 



— 4 *i jdw win 

am 7is»i49o 


CAbLt AUUKC^J < 
CO LI A F AM i 


Co'dioinnin: 

Dove DeHlagar 
Coro WtUt 

Troaioror: 

Mrs* Ann# Baiinttt 

Cammittee 

Richard J. Bornttl 
Ronnio Dovli 
Modalma Duckies 
Prof. Richard Falk 
Rav. Richard Fernandas 

Prtl^klMP 
nviimifi v f vv ■»< «i 

*Moggie Geddvt 
Slav* HaUiwtM 
Prof. Donald KalUb 
Stewart Meocham 
Prof* Boo So it x mo n 
Prof. From Scharnanvi 
Eth«l Toyloi 

"Barbara Webstar 
Tradi Young; 

Slat* 


May 4, 1970 
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want “to write. 


From: Rev. Richard Fernandes 

• mu. ji._i i i .. wA fcW. ooe onwFf v *mm A 

i,u« me idEnuieg ut viie prco^uv*# vwiu*»iw*> 

prlsonera bald In North Vietnam 
Information on correspondence with prisoners 

• € 

On April 20th I returned from a three-week trip to 
Laos and North Vietnam. In North Vietnam I spoke 
with officials responsible for communication between 
pilots held In detention there and their families 
here. The following information was emphasized to 
me by the North Vietnamese authorities and we are 
anxious to stake sure that you are aware of It: 

1) The Vietnamese recommend that families use the 
air-letter form (enclosed) for correspondence. 

2) Communication to pilots should be limited to 
matters of family and health. 

3) Pilots are allowed to receive one letter per 
month and one package every other month (not 
over six pounds in weight). 

Detention Camp authorities have said that they do not 
wish to receive several letters and/or packages per 
month for a given pilot from different members of the 
same family. Families should make arrangements for 
alternating letters eaoh month if different members 


S 


The riortb Vietnamese authorities Indicated that, from this point 
forward, they will not feel responsible for. forwarding letters and 
packages that do not adher to the above. 

If the letter form is mailed direetly it can go in another envelope 
but the mall route, "via Moscow, U.S.S’.R.," should definitely be in- 
cluded in the address. If letters are sent to the Committee of Llalat 
for forwarding please enclose but do not affix stamps as we send letti 
on in packets. The Committee cannot forward packages for families. 

While I was in Hanoi, Prof. Douglas Dowd of Cornell University and I 
met wllth three pilots: Cdr. Robert Schweitzer of Lemoore, California; 
Cdr. Walter Wilbur of Virginia Beach and Lt. Col. Edison Miller of 
Santa Ana, California. The three men were in good health, and said 
they had dally exerolae and reading material. The three pilots ad- 
vised! us that they had bebn getting lettera and packages from their 
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families, and asked that packages Include toilet articles and canned 
foods* In particular they mentioned soap, shaving cream (no razors 
or blades), toothpaste, powdered milk and cream, instant coffee and 
non-melting candy. They said they do not need clothes. 

Also, in my discussions with the Vietnam Committee of Solidarity 
■H with the American People, the Committee of Liaison* s contact in North 

H Vietnam, we confirmed that since December over 900 letters have been 

sent from Hanoi through the Commlttee^of Liaison. Of those, 156 
H letters are still on their way from Hanoi to families here. 

■P We hope that this information olarlflea soma aspeots of correspondence 

for you. if you have any further questions please do not hesitate 
£ to oontaot us. 1 

: , 1 
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CABLE ADDRESSt i 
COLIAPAM 


365 Wt»» 42nd New Ywfc, N.Y. 10034 
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Ct«chotmi»A: 

Dm Dolliiitor 
Con Voiii 

i 

Trtoionr: 

Mrs* Ann# Boiuiott 

Committed 

Richard J. Bomatt 
Rtfinio Dovls 
Modal in* Dvcklit 
Prof. Richord Folk 
Rtv. Richord Fomoodos 
Mormon Fruchtor 
*Mogglo Geddas 
Stave Holliwoll 
Prof. Donald Kallsti /' 
Stewart Moochom 
Prof. Boo Seitz man 
Prof. Front Schumann 


Nar 11, 1970 
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A delegation of anti-war aetlVlata baa just re- 
turned from a 10-day trip to Hanoi* Charlotte 
Bunche -Weeks, Jerry Schwinn, Prank Joyce and 
Elizabeth Martinez brought 47 letters from 
prisoners with them and we are very happy to 
forward yours today. 
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oiaou uruugnb uuw ouuxviunoi suggestions lor 

Items which could be Included in packages whloh 
we thought might be useful to you. Vitamins, 
minerals snd protein are high on the list. Tooth 
brushes, tooth paste, soap, body powder, foot 
powder, hard candles, coffee, sweetners, tobacco, 
gum. Instant breakfast, powdered sweet drinks, 
instant chocolate drink, tlnoed ham, peanut butter, 
cheese spreads, playing oards, travel chess-checkers 

S8 vS j pipuS; plpa CicSrmFS • The 5 6 Ire merely SuggoStl 

and packages, of ooursa, are not limited to these Item 

r I » 

The arrival of this mall brings the number of letters 
from prisoners aent out alnoe December to 861* 





Sincerely, 
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Cora Velas 
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4 COMMuree OF LiAtSQM 

wh tfo Fasiliios of Scr/csantsn Dctzinzrf bt fJort': l f;z£r.'-'.. 

365 Wait 42nd Stmt Nsw York MV. 10035 212-765-1*90 

Cable address : C 0 L 1 APAK 


Oxhmrtnm; 
Omm DiHingor 
Gfcwa WUtt 


Mix Aim* 

Commrffat (in formation): 
Rwn'« Davit . 


Kicnaro fomancez 
*l fogy t Gcckfei 
*Suv« Halit woU 
$M Maacham 
Prof. Baa Saitzman 
Ethel Taylor 
^Bertnrt Webster 
^Tiudi Young 
••toff 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


COMMUNICATION WITH CAPTURED AIRMEN 
ESTABLISHED BY MEW COMMITTEE: 
LETTERS EN ROUTE NOW 
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Chicago, Jan. 15 * In an unprecedented ncve_ 

• lx enti-wer activists announced today the rcr::- tts; 
of a Committee of Liaison with Families of Servic: 
toan Detained In North Vietnam* The Committee v; ill., 
according to Mrs. Cora Velas, a co-chairman of the 
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“facilitate communication between servicemen hale 
in North Vietnam and their relatives in the Ur.icod 
States.” 


i 
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Specifically, "the Committee will receive Letters from the capcuiec 
American pilots, 11 according to Mrs. Weiss, s anc immediately fowiirc 
them to the addressee. Also," she continued, n we will forward i:;o 
from families in the United States to the North Vietnamese authority - 
and they will attempt to confirm the status of their missing relctiii--. 

According to Mrs. Weiss, "the North Vietnamese have agreed to ser.c *r»c 
receive one letter per month between airmen Known to be held in Kerch 
Vietnam end relatives in this country. Letters sent fron the U.S . , 11 
she continued, "should be addressed to prisoner, serial number, Cc.ro 
of Detention for U.S. Pilocj Captured in the DRV, Hanoi, Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam, vis tics cow, Soviet Union. 11 Packages, Mrs. ; 
added, can be sent every other month end are not to exceed six pounds, 
Mrs. Weias noted that the Committee will Toward letters for tno 
families to North Vietnam If requested by relatives to do so/ 

Dave Dellinger, the other co-chairmen of the Committee and pr&u&r.tl:* 
being tried on conspiracy charges in Chicago, outlined the bsokvrc.u..d 
of previous prisoner releases to the American peace movement ar.d zb Id 
that "It la understandable that the North Vietnamese indicate their 
confidence in the American people through the peace movement in thin 
way. We who are on this Committee," he continued, "firmly believe 
that the safe return of American pilots held in North Vietnam c£r. only 
come from a decision on the part of the U.S. government to withdraw 
from Vietnam . ,r 


Kr. Dellinger decried the U.S. government for its ignoring the fete 
of thousands of prisoners in Jails in South Vietnam who, with full .cncn- 
ledge and assistance of American personnel, are subjected to grotesque 
torturea, bb has been frequently documented, most authoritative I7 by 
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vwugt t>««wau vvwu via j t'<? owu vuc ;w v » fitswAW aslj.uo u , v l 

College Law School, in a recent survey of South Vietnamese prison-. 


Another member of the Commit toe, Stewart Keacbam, Peace Education 
Secretary of the American Friends Service Committee, said that "Lou 
Schneider of the AFSC has recently been given a packet of 69 letters 
in Hanoi from servicemen and those letters will scon arrive fro... Kong 
Kong in New York, and will immediately be sent to the addressee;; . lI Mr. 
Meacham said that "the 69 letters en route to the U.S. were written by 
64 prisoners and the Committee can presently confirm the names of 1S2 
airmen held by the North Vietnamese, or reported to be dead or In known ” . 

Mr. Meac ham emphasized that the list (ova liable upon request) of 1 C *PR l ft 1 
names was neither rinai nor comprehensive. He said that "V/hi^ t^se 
names are known to uo> ur.2 ousted ly others known t 


families. 
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SPRESS RELEASE - page 2 



Davis, a defendant in the conspiracy trial, the Rev, Richard Perii3nde7 
Director of Clergy and Laymen Concerned About Vietnam, and Maggie Cedcie 
and Trudl Young, staff members of the Committee. 

i* 

In December 1969, Krs. Cora Weiss and two other women, Ethel Taylor of 
Philadelphia and Madeleine Duckies of San Francisco, all active rich 
Women Strike for Peace, came back from Hanoi with 138 letters fi*cu 
priaoners for Christmas. Krs. Weics said at the press conference that 
ahe had worked out the details for tbio Committee during this receno 
trip. Historically, the development of the Committee is unprecedented 
in time of war. 

Other members of the Committee of Liaison not present at today's pre.c 
conference Include Mrs. Anne Bennett, Prof. Ece Seitzmsn, Stove Kallx- 
well 8nd Barbara Webster. —The Committee's office is at 365 Lest 42nd 
Street, 2nd floor. New York, N.Y. 

30 30 30 

Note: Since this release, 87 more letters from priGcners have been 

cent from Korth Vietnam for forwarding by the Committee. 
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can servicemen imprisoned ir. 
North Vivtnsn- anil their faml- 1 
lies will open here today, aj 
group rnpese o - to the war an- 
noueced yesterday. 

The oiOce carries the name cf 
the O .jnittee o: Unison with 
(Frrulics of Servicemen Do- 
Ln North VkUssi, and its _ 
Jvgani+mrs Mrs. Ccrj tVelEsj 
’ri.^Do :d. DeUii^er. . j 
I lire. Wwlss snid the 
Lew has hed numerous contacts 
with families of prisoners U 
"'.opes to aid. She seid C ^ Witerr 
\irozk servicemen, brought cyj 
rtand to Hcr.g Ron*, we flown 
io Philadelphia caLuruay, then 
mailed u3 the lantUivS. 

She ^cid the I'.^rlh \1clwrra- 
J cac !.ad approved arrm^ 
‘ocats ay which families could 
scad or«. letter end one pockoye 
of ro ci^rc than siz pcuziu each » 
mrnth rr'xtivrs r-^iu prironor.l 
iirs. Weiss, ljatioaal head cf j 
\)'.k Hymen’s S^ri>re for Peace I 
tnd ; : of the 

Mehiiixuoj to iLi.d ito Vvar let 
Vietnam* relumed lecentiy 
Iroiv, a trip to Kano:. 

DeUitjicr i* one of the seven 
dcYtU^ots fcr.Tj trird la Chi«! 
jeago oft charges £iwir; out c:, 
disorders during the 15€S 
".ocrauc National Cot- 

io it. 

i. Weiss told North Vtet- 
*e o:Y;ci?.U have to 
‘ to the extent possible M to 
•* from fflmiljes. 
dtliro Y.ii. se at 3 m W. 
lira. V/cisa to'i 


i>u; *_5 vl* iw t<a ■ 



caxncji Crairtd in North Viet-|tet*j Nov Yorr: cffica and as: 
y It to ipproreh HoacL 

hlrt. Cora We!is of ^ve*dsJ?1 z'zid th? crnmi-L:- 

the yi.pnx. a x.ous.ZiTlc w.'d is f would send a tele mam to Kr-t‘r. ! 
eKi:!-- 
sa: 
all 
on: 

from The York Timeo, 1/16/70 


Irc.n t^era to oh 
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PD'36 (Rr . 6-22*6*1) 
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Transmit the following in 




F B I 

Dote: 9/8/70 

PLAIN TEXT 

(Type in plaintext or code) 


L7 


(Priority) 


h 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-457899) 

FROM : SAC, SPRINGFIELD (100-12042) (P) 

SUBJECT T COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH 

FAMILIES OF SERVICE MEN DETAINED 
IN NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM) 

IS - MISCELLANEOUS 
REGISTRATION ACT 




A w A Akn A * Vil nv A -» — 

WLLttjrporatATnro ccottaineq 
(00: NEW YORK) SUSSES"* 

RE: NY airtel to Bureau dated 6/sfiW* 15 ® 1 A-.. 

New York airtel to Bureau dated 7/14/70. 




are two coni 
with 


Enclosed herewith for each the Bureau and New York 

■302s ref le^^Ui^resu^^of interviews 
Mrs in the 




•«!* 




1 

linoi 
en mi 
on 
rga 
pri 
st 


i r IK 1 


& 


**] mM Ml 


fiw/ v 


:*n 


ADDITIONAL COPIE 


PAGE 










Ill 


3E 


>mitt 


An LHM, suitable for dissemination, 

by SDrin^field nanno rn<ncr + j ^ j ^ » 

- * o --—MW* vitc xiitci’ vxt?w wun 

requested that in contact with the above 

a er ldentity be concealed as a person who 
furnished their names. 


LEADS 


CHICAGO DIVISION 


ILLINOIS 


Will interview Mrs. 
as set forth in referenced New xor 


ureau 


9 / 70 . 



SI 100-12042 



IVISION 


f 



MINNESOTA : 





Will interview Mrs. 
as set forth in re New York airtel . 




v 


— ^ C' - 





-1 


DIVISION 

NEW JERSEY: 



Will interview Mrs. 
j as set forth in referenced New 

* l/2*~ 

DIVISION 





R I ZONA : 


Will interview Mrs 
Road, as set forth in reference 





WFO DIVISION 



AT WASHINGTON. D.C. : 

Will contact National League of American Prisoners 
and Missing in Action in Southeast Asia, #1 Constitution Avenue, 
Northeast, Washington, D.C. (if not already done) concerning names 
and addresses of individuals who have relatives, either prisoners 
of war or missing in action in the war in Southeast Asia. 



1 



-FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIC* 

T\ — - - < 


Mi 


rrsb'* v 





-tftferviewed ct 4*er tore '*nci furnisiiod trie 


, -United 

Ijlfi p ri i i? ft n rv-* ^ 



This iKvrtMit CMttim ••IHxr nK om» W< Hwi ++* tmcIvtiMi •( th« FBI* H ti lU ptop+rfy •( tfc# FBf w»d is Icar.cd i# yv* oje« ejr; 
If c»l it* cMtsati sr* sst is Is listrllslsl sstsMs jrssi sfucy * 




Mnojflsf 

vW - yry/ '•'• -/// 
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Eolifl'v “"V *Rhe advised that Ihi? x tt-onlv comae; s .<■ ••?• ■• ,' 

1 with COLTFAM. She stated that she has not receives ar.v letters 


or mail from’cOUFAM ana that she has - not been harrasscci or 
conjoled by CCLlF?M, ' , 

te advised thather daughter-in-law had born contacted 


in* 


iev 


’“Chicago Se -cn" 


by VILLI A ^ 

^ he *u ,ouc 

this was because her aaugiuer-m-xaw naa soueume in' the past 
d KUNTSLSB «r Oad been contacted by KUNTSLER . Urs. 
felt KUKTSLER ny t»e connected with COLIFAM. 




•% * 


'csr- 




« --w 

. :<* --.MX 







FEDERAL BUREAU OF INYESTIG* 


n... September 4. 1270 


wed at his p. 

advised that his 
nTFed States Navy, 

has been misses in action sxHCe his plane crashed in North Vietnam 
on December^^B 1967, » 


son 


in 


advised that he has not been contacted in any 
way by any membe^oi the Committee of Liaison wit h Famil ies of 
Service Men Detained in North Vietnam (COLIFAM 


1 If ii: B II 31 Df 


member of COLIFAM. 


He stated at that 


ANDEZ, who is a 


sed that his wife is 


resentl 




aaaaa 


iewe 


ed th 
resid 
;onie c 
. act i 


aw . fti 


r: . 

*- • ■- £***■ ■ 1 


t uv\ 




24/70 


Illinois 


fh.« SI 100-12042 


Dote dictated 


8/31/70 


Thu document contoin, neither recommendation! not conelueioni of the FBI. It ii the property of the FBI ond it loaned to your agency: 
it ond its conter.ii are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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O^TfONAL NO. IT 

may 1 962 EDIT [ON 

t.'SA FPMl (41 CFA' lCn-lt.*! 


UNITEL> STATE;, Go - EK.,MEN T T 

Mem nr a whim 

* T * V f * V v m W * V w W 9 9 %S 


/O 

, U; DIREC 


V ECTOR, FBI (100-457899) 

AC,' OKLAHOMA CITY (100-7938) (P) 


date: 9/16/70 



subject: COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF 

CPBVTPPMPW ncTATMPn TM WOOTH VTPTWAM fPATTPAMY 

A 'Uj A 1 VJ4A OA 411n«v M f AM AlKWI ^ W VM A A 4 U'l ^ 




IS - MISC, 
REGISTRATION ACT 
00: NEW YORK 


Re New York airtel and LHM, 6/9/70, and Oklahoma City 
airtels and LHMs dated 7/1 and 8/13/70. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are eleven copies, two copies to 
Dallas j two copies to New York, of LHM concerning captioned 
matter. 

LEAD: 


DALLAS DIVISION 




AT DALLAS , not already done , will locat 

and interview currently residing at an 

unknown address in Dallas, pursuant to instructions set ou 
in referenced New York airtel, 

* L?<> 



tz 




«fncr ; G-2, 


9t0: 




wte fo m. 
OWfQRW: 


«ao (isD.j^cerjsrtf 


A w J : L rt . *A 

v c v -v yicx, t c 


u 




// S' 




V 4e'>T£oW’L. 


u 




fe)- Bureau (Enc. - 11) (RM) 

2 - Dallas (Enc. - 2) (RM) 

2 - New York (100-168469) (Enc. - 2) (RM) 

0klah°m a City .Ratios owtm® 


r7 . OOTBSfflSS 

u .S . Savings Bonds Regularly on the Bay roll Savings Plan 





In Reply* Please Refer to 
File /Vo. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
September 16, 1970 



COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH 
FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED 
IN NORTH VltlNAM (CoLIhAM) 


\ 







t^or.umant contain* rscommer-'J - p .% 

conclusions of any kind, it is V:o property cf ;«t 2 r:?', 
and is a loan to your cy; it ard/or its contents are 
not, to fee distributed outside your agency. 

^-Hm.itION COOTAIKSH 



SHOWN 


/ 

I 


W 


■-i „ 


v 


^e v 4 * 15 * 64 ’ 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


8/27/7U 



States 
Januar 
tli rough’ 


in; 

A^_F 



Mrs. ^ 

ni she J the followinr information: 


tier husband. 

Force, was captured by The .n o r t a Vietnamese on 
1967. Thereafter, she wrote letters to him 
Red Cross, but received no answer and could obtain 
no information as to whether he was alive or dead. In about 
September, 1967, RUSSELL JOHNSON, a representative of the 
American Friends Service Committee visited Tulsa. He had 
visited Hanoi in January, 19G^jnd planned another visit in 

n hrtnt noramliot- 10^0 Mrc 09 h i f) 3 1 ft t tfi f 3 lU 

to her husband and asked h i i ve r it in Hanoi. 

Thereafter JOHNSON advised her that he had been unable to 
get to Hanoi and had delivered her letter to the North -- 
Vietnamese Ambassador to Cambodia. 

She contacted JOHNSON again by letter in November, 
1969, .and in reply, received a letter from LOUIS W. SC.lNhluER, 
Associate Executive Secretary of the American Friends Service 
Committee, lie stated that he planned to visit North Vietnam 
in December, 1969, and would be glad to take a letter to her 


husband, 
: i o t i Tied 


She wrote a letter aid sent it to 
her b'" letter taat he had JcTivere 


n l m . 
i t 


:;e later 
to Hanoi. 






In about November, 196 9, she 
paper or saw on television information 


either read in tnc 
concerning the Committee 




of Liaison With Families of Servicemen Detained in North 
Vietnam (Colifam). ^he thereafter wrote a letter to tne 
organization requesting only that an attempt be made to deter- 
mine if her husband was alive or dead. She received an 
immediate letter in reply, wnich was signed by BARBARA WEBSTER. 
This letter advised that the organization ha^s^^^^^^^e 
to Hanoi requesting information concerning and 

other U. S. servicemen. 

About two weeks later, Mrs. SHHp received a tele- 
phone call from the New York headquarc^^^Hi' the organization. 
She believed the caller was BARBARA WEBSTER. The caller 
advised that information had been received from Hanoi that 

was definitely a prisoner of the North Vietnamese. 



8/17/70 



k lab oma 



File #. 


Lklahoma City lu 0-7936 


Dote dtetoted 


F / : 1 / 7 n 


Thi* document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property ol the FBJ ond is loaned to your agency: 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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OC 100-7938 

3. 






*'Irs . wno 

business trips , at her request, 

he made a visit to Colifam headquarters to observe the qperations 


\ 


Mrs . VHBH said she would be willing to cooperate 
should her testimony be needed at a later date. 

She stated v that she has destroyed some of t)fe corres- 
pondence she has received from Colifam; however, she made 
available copies of two letters, which are attached: 
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COMMITTEE Os’ / ' XJ ' 

* 


with Families 


of Servicemen Detained in fJorth Vi 


m 

W W • m — 


OC 100-7938 


365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 


CABLE ADDRESS: 
COLiAFAM 


(212) 765-1490 


Ce-choirtnen: 

Dove Dellinger 
Cere Weiss 

Treasurer: 

♦ 

Mrt* Ann* Bennett 

Commit!** 

Richord J, Bornott 
Rennie Davis 
Madolin* Duckies 
Prof. Richard Falk 
Rove Richard Fernandez 
Norman Fruchter 
*Maggie Geddas 
Stove Halliwoll 
Prof. Donald Kalith 

(. i I J L 

4ivwan mracnom 

Prof. Boo Seitxmon 
Prof. Franz Schurmonn 
Ethel Taylor 
** Barbara Wabster 
Trvdi Young 


May 4, 1970 

Front: Rev. Richard Fernandez 

To: The families of the 335 presently confirmed 
prisoners held in North Vietnam 
Re: Information on correspondence with prisoners 


On April £Oth I returned from a three-week trip to 
Laos and North Vietnam. In North Vietnam I spoke 
with officials responsible for communication between 
pilots held in detention there and their families 
here. The following information was emphasized to 
me by the North Vietnamese authorities and we are 
anxious to make sure that you are aware of it: 

1) The Vietnamese recommend that families use the 
air-letter form (enclosed) for correspondence. 


o \ 


r* — ■ - ■ ■ k A M 1 n n b a V/s *14 *Tl 4 +• a/4 

vuumiu:uk;d t iuu tu suuuxu ucr iiuulcu 

matters of family and health. 


4“ « 
w u 


3) Pilots are allowed to receive one letter per 
month and one package every other month (not 
over six pounds in weight). 


*»toH Detention Camp authorities have said that they do not 

wish to receive several letters and/or packages per 
month for a eiven Dilot from different members of the 

W » 

same family. Families should make arrangements for 
alternating letters each month if different members 

went to write. 


The North Vietnamese authorities indicated that, from this point 
forward, they will not feel responsible for forwarding letters and 
packages that do not adher to the above. 


If the letter form is mailed directly it can go in another envelope 
but the mail route, "via Moscow. U.S.S.R.," should definitely be in- 
cluded in the address. If letters are sent to the Committee of Liai- 
for forwarding please enclose but do not affix stamps as we send lett 
on in packets. The Committee cannot forward packages for families. 


While I W83 ir. Hanoi, Prof. Douglas Dowf of Cornell University and I 
met with three pilots: Ccr. Robert Schweitzer of Lemoore, California; 
Cdr. Walter Wilbur of Virginia Beach and Lt. Col. Edison Miller of 
Santa Ana, California. v..e three men were in good health, and said 

thf*v hart rt o cn ria i nnr a h Vt r*a P Hi 1 nfcfl rt — 

V •* w « W u ^ Ay UAbl V AUU UMU k VQLJ AU|^ lilQ VOk AU A « A1JU Vlii wv r ^ » * 

vised us that they had been getting letters and packages from their 
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CC J00-7938 

Richard Fernandez memo - page 2 


families, and asked that packages include toilet articles and canned 
foods. In particular they mentioned soap, shaving cream (no razors 
or blades), toothpaste, powdered milk and cream, instant coffee and 
non-melting candy. They said they do not need clothes. 

Also, in my discussions with the Vietnam Committee of Solidarity 
with the American People, the Committee of Liaisons contact in North 
Vietnam, we confirmed that since December over 800 letters have been 
sent from Hanoi through the- Committee of Liaison. Of those, 155 
letters are still on their way from Hanoi to families here. 

X 

We hope that this information clarifies some aspects of correspondent 
for you. If you have any further questions please do not hesitate 
to contact us. 


TTEE OF L Z ?J 

rjith Families of Servicemen Detained in FJorih l fietnez* 


OC 100-7938 365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 

CABLE ADDRESS: 

COLUFAM 


(212) 765*1490 




Co-chairmen: 

Dav« Dellingor 
Coro Weiss 

Treasurer: 

Mrs* Anne Bennett 

Committee 

Richard J. Barnett 
Rennie Davis 
Madeline Duckies 
Prof. Richard Falk 
Rev. Richard Fernandez 
Normon Fruchler 
*Moggie Geddes 
Steve HalliweM 
Prof. Donald Kalish 
Stewart Meacham 
Prof. Beo Seitzman 
Prof. F ranz Schurmonn 
Ethel Toyl or 
•Borbara Webster 
Trudi Young 

•staff 


In*, 


U4 7 


7 
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T M r" document contoint noitnor rocommondations nor conclutioni of tho FBI. It i» the property of tho FBI ond is looned to your ogertcy. 
it and it* conttnti art not to bo diitributod outsido your ogoncy. 
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Vietnamese and yet recent photos in Look, magazine showed the 
U. S. prisoners in good health. He asked WEBSTER if some 
prisoners were treated different than others or if all prisoners 
were treated in the same manner. WEBSTER replied that all 
of the prisoners receive the same humane treatment. Sue stated 
Hanoi had imported wheat especially to make bread for the U.S. 
prisoners. The Vietnamese do not eat bread. The U. S. 
prisoners now receivers loaf of bread each day. 

La* 


f urnished 
to Hanoi 
addressed 
address . 
address . 


'noted that the correspondence forms 
to the wives of prisoners were addressed directly 
while the same forms furnished by COLIFAM were 
to Hanoi 'Via Moscow.” He asked which was tne proper 
WEBSTER renlied that it was best to use the Moscow 


received 


He noted that recently a peace group had returned to 
California from North Vietnam, and reportedly had brought over 

^prisoners. He asked if there was 

from her iuisoand. WjliSli;;, 
aid her records disclosed no Ic-tt 
in addition to the one a 1 re a 

He asked if it would be best for Mrs . ^^^H^lto have 
her letters to her husband forwarded through 
} replied that this would not result in any particular advantage' 
but the organization would be glad to forward such letters. 


a n un u re d i e 
° letter for 
re fe rre 1 to 
had been 

sent her. 





e r 



said his conference with WEBSTER was very 
low key. She did not appear to be pushing or selling anytning. 
There was no discussion as to how liters from the U. S. prisoners 
were received by COLIFAM. 


He asked how the organization obtaine d the money to 
operate, and WEBSTER replied it was obtained through contributions. 

nc * _ i n : n z ^ 4 . » j: j ^ A 4 . 4. 4. _ ~ i . ii~ 

'HU? <ilSU Sdiu LUC i I' UpC I ci L JL II £ tUbli U1U 11 U L cUHUUJll IU • JIC 

asked if they solicited contributions from the wives of U. S. 
prisoners. She replied that such contributions were not solicited, 
but they would be accepted. 

4 ?*- 

then asked her views on the opportunity for 
the re lease ot u . ^ . prisoners. She replied th3t the Nortn 
Vietnamese do not take the matter seriously. They can not 
believe the United States can attach so much importance to seen 



r \ 


n 1 T 

. I’til J J. 


r~\ r 
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C K 
i j r 


r » i *• + 1 1 f 

l u i l.k; i 


r f r» 4- n . I 
^ L rt LCU 


is a ooo r 


UlC il « 

oppressed country with very little 


♦ i-\ o ^ 

L : i u t 


M /*\ + t 

. 1 \J J L < l 


1 A t >i 

i c; ui 


mi ] i t a r v e lui’i ne :i t 


available. They feel tiiat the U. S. prisoners are one of tne 
few tilings they have to use as bargaining power. 




r C 100*7938 




fa 


men asKea if 11 wouia oe Detter tor Mrs 
to use the six line letter form supplied by the North 
etnamese, pointing out that wives of some of the prisoners 
are writing ratiier lengthy letters on regular stationery. 

She replied that use of the form does incsase the chances of 
the letter being delivered, and it would not hurt 
form. 


to use tiie 




WEBSTER furnished 


ror delivery io Mrs. 



some of the letter forms 



*1 
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T TONAL FORM NO. 1C 
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ITED STATES GO F.RNMENT 

Mem. n rn nr! u m 

• ' v * » V V * V'V' * w MV F F %/ 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-457899) 


SAC, MIAMI (100-15995) ( P) 


r. 


COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES 

nr erDtrTr«riir\T nrmA Turn tv 

Vi UJ^lV V X JL/JC 4 Art ilNIil/ XIX c - . • 

NORTH VIET NAM 

(COLIFAM) ' ' ** 

IS - MI SC; REGISTRATION ACT ' na ^5- 
(00: NEW YORK) 



Re Miami air tel to Bureau 7/13/70. 


Tn pf fnr_tS t n i nfprvi pw Mrc: 

■ Mi w VF A 4X-M-W * M A W 6T MAX f 


wife of 


Serial Number 
idence on numerous 


occasions at 
no one was at 


st 31. 

1970 

, Mrs 

■■ 

1 Mi ? 

mi ad 

ior 

veral 

week, 


said that 


Mrs . 
P0W, 
ew Yo 




1 4 > 19 ! 
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FROM 


OHAt PQtm HO la 
*** inirmkm ' 0 


JVMENT 


UNITED STAS 

Afmwr/j r,/Jum 

■ ly DIRECTOR, FBI (100-457899) 

^SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (100-15134) (P) 




date: g/16/70 


SUBJECT: <- COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH 

FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED - 
IN NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM) . ^ ^ 


rf #v 



IS - MISC 
*v«ox otiv,\<I»ioN ACT 

00 * MEW YORK 


343 5 00 




Re Springfield airtel 9/8/70. 

i*' 

KaciEisnt-'^lces are being advised that Mrs. 
had already been inti^ed^^/^ ^ 

appropriately recorded and submitted. 
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* i /* 


2 - Bureau (RM) 

't - New YorX ( INIQ) (RM ' * 

1| - Springfield (.00-1042) (RM) 
1 - Minneapolis 
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